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About Michiana Brits

Find us online at:
www.michianabrits.com

This car club is open to
lovers and/or owners of
British cars. All paid
members receive this
monthly newsletter as part
of their annual dues.

Newsletter
Submissions
Members are encouraged
to submit articles and
photos for publication to
the Newsletter Editor at
vbloom01@sbcglobal.net
You may also submit
material for the newsletter
to the Club president
online, through mail, or in
person at a general club
meeting.
The newsletter’s deadline
is the 20th of the month.
Material is subject to
editorial revision. Opinions
expressed are those of the
authors and do not
necessarily reflect those of
the 2020 Michiana Brits,
Ltd., British Car
Enthusiasts.

UPCOMING
EVENTS

Pictures - October 17 - Fall Drive

Next Board
meeting is Nov. 4th
via Zoom –
Contact Vicki
Bloom for an
invitation

Happy Halloween

Why do witches ride
broomsticks?
Because vacuum
cleaners are too
heavy!
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Note: New members – please contact Herm Marrese, Membership Director at 574-360-4938
for name badges.

Page 3 of 11

Hello Everyone,
With October brisk weather upon us, motoring with the top down doesn’t seem very
appealing. Except for me of course (wife groan…). The Fall Color’s Drive on October 17 was a
great success. Thanks again to Randy and Bev Glanders for making it a great event. The
colors of the foliage were perfect. Too bad the sun didn’t cooperate; we had hoped for a little
warmer day!
Member safety has been the Board’s #1 priority this year. This has limited club events. As
you know, we cancelled all monthly breakfast and dinner meetings as well as most annual
club events, including the car show, the Fall Tour, and now the Membership Appreciation
and Christmas/Hanukah dinners. The Board has discussed several different ways to do
some sort of social gathering. Everything other than bring your own lunches was rejected due
to the pandemic. I, for one, cannot wait until we can socialize at our regular monthly
breakfast or dinner meetings. Those of you who joined our impromptu drives and/or read the
monthly newsletter help keep this club moving forward.
Even though the annual Christmas/Hanukah dinner has been cancelled for 2020, the Board
has come up with a way to have the part of the dinner that was the most fun -- the gift
exchange. Unlike our normal exchange of gifts, we need to make this as easy as possible.
Gift “Secret Santa” Exchange
1. All gifts will be $10 gift cards or gift certificates. This allows the cards to be mailed
or emailed.
2. Each person wishing to participate will email Mike Scullion at
mlscullion01@gmail.com by Friday, November 13. You can participate as a couple or
individual, just let me know.
3. Once a list of participants is compiled, I will randomly match each person to another
club member. Everyone participating in the Exchange will be both a Secret Santa and
a gift receiver.
4. I will send everyone, via email, the name and address of the person(s) who is to receive
the gift card you bought.
5. All gift cards should be mailed so they arrive before Christmas Eve.
6. To add a bit of fun, if you think your card is odd or unique, please take a picture and
send to me. The Board will be present a prize for the most unique gift card or gift
certificate to the secret Santa that purchased it.
I’m sure you’ll all join me in bidding 2020 farewell and good riddance. In just a few months
we’ll start a new year.
Happy & Safe Motoring,
Mike
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1. Financial report – Paul received dues from two members. There are now 73 members,
three of which are honorary.
2. Newsletter – Vicki asked for ideas on how to get more members to submit articles.
3. Facebook – Deb Shumaker has agreed to talk over the Club’s Facebook page. Thanks
Deb!
4. Fall Colors Drive – Saturday, October 17. The majority of the meeting was devoted to
discussing meal options for the drive. Because some members may feel uncomfortable
eating at a restaurant and the food truck idea seemed costly, it was decided to start
the drive at noon instead. Members should eat beforehand or bring food to eat in the
car. We will be meeting in Elkhart and heading to Three Rivers where we will have a
restroom break mid-way. We will end the drive around 3:30-4:00pm at the Bonneyville
Mill, which is located between Bristol and Middlebury. More details will be sent out
via email.
5. The Detroit Jaguar Club’s rendezvous to Auburn, IN is Saturday, October 24.
Interested members who want to join the docent tour of the museum should be there
by 2:15. Mike and Phillip are planning to attend.
6. Board stuff:
a. Larry raised that Sec. 3 A. of the Bylaws empower the President to appoint a
willing replacement to serve the remainder of an Officer's vacancy. With Keith
Wishmeier's passing, someone is needed to fill the remainder of his term, which
expires in 2021. Larry suggested Dick Birch, the President concurred, and Dick
agreed. Welcome Dick!
b. Larry noted that a Board member can fill only two consecutive 2 year terms and
then must come off the Board. For next year’s 2021 election, that includes three
positions - the person filling the vacancy (Dick), Vicki and Philip. Vicki and
Philip could be elected for second terms. The previously vacant position would
be filled for a first term.
c. 2020 being an even year, we have two positions available for this year’s election
to the Board - Mike and Herm's positions. Both Mike and Herm can be elected
for a second term, and agreed to run for their second term. Time to get
additional nominees.
7. We discussed creating an award in Keith’s name for a member who demonstrated
service, enthusiasm, and helpfulness.
8. Eastern Chapter – no news
9. No monthly in-person dinners or meetings planned.
10. Vicki raised the idea of doing a Secret Santa gift for the holidays. Secret Santa is a
game in which one member pulls a name of someone else and sends a surprise gift.
Mike and Vicki recommended that we could send unique $10.00 gift cards, such as
Bass Pro Shop, Victoria’s Secret, and Chewy Pet supplies.
11. Next Board Meeting is Wednesday, Nov. 4 at 7:30 pm online.
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President: Mike Scullion
Phone: 574-252-0511
Email: mlscullion01@gmail.com

Treasurer: Paul Noeth
Phone: 574-274-2842
Email: pnoeth@gmail.com

Secretary: Larry Palguta
Phone: 574-288-3923
Email: palguta@sbcglobal.net

Activities: Philip Wiltshire
Phone: 248-676-0986
Email: pwiltshire@lci.com

Communications: Vicki Bloom
Phone: 574-252-0511
Email:
vbloom01@sbcglobal.net

Membership: Herm Marrese
Phone: 574-360-4938
Email: hmarrese@comcast.net

Member at large: Richard Birch
Phone: 336-309-3847
Email: birchtr6@gmail.com
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Cold weather starts
American cars of the 60’s and 70’s often required you to pump the gas pedal several
times when starting from the cold. This served two purposes; the first was to set the
choke, as depressing the pedal allowed the automatic thermostatic spring to pull the
chock closed. The other thing that happened was the accelerator pump would squirt
gasoline into the manifold which would further richen the mixture, promoting better
starting in cold weather.
The SU or Stromberg carburetors on most of our cars don’t have an accelerator pump
so pumping the pedal before starting does nothing aside from exercising your ankle.
The typical British car has a manual chock which, when pulled out from the dash,
would set the chock on. Even those BL cars with automatic chokes (1975 and on)
need only a quick dab at the pedal to release the chock mechanism and, once
released, require no more action beyond turning the key. There is no need or
advantage to pumping the pedal.

"To build a fast car, a good car, the best in its class.”

Engineer; designer of aero engines, designer and racer of motor cars, founder of
Bentley Motors Limited in Cricklewood near London on January 1919. He was known
as "W.O." without any need to add the word Bentley. W. O. Bentley was born as the
ninth child to Alfred Bentley, a British businessman and Emily nee Waterhouse in
1888. From 1902 to 1905, he attended the Clifton College, a public school in Clifton,
Bristol. He left the school at the age of 16 and started to work as an apprentice railway
engineer at the Great Northern Railway at Doncaster, Yorkshire. W. O. completed
apprenticeship in 1910. Afterwards, he studied briefly theoretical engineering at King's
College London.
In 1912 W.O. Bentley and his brother H.M., with their newly formed company Bentley
& Bentley Ltd., which was specialized in selling the D.F.P cars (Doriot, Flandrin &
Parant (D.F.P.) was a French car maker based in Courbevoie, Seine between 1906 and
1926). W.O. Bentley and his brother H.M., had acquired the British and
Commonwealth Agency for the French-built Doriot, Flandrin et Parant motor cars. The
French cars were imported as rolling chassis and sent out to London coachbuilders for
bespoke coachwork. W.O. successfully campaigned the 12/15hp model in competition
however worked closely with his French mechanic Leroux to develop still more power
from this engine. The result was the 12/40hp Speed Model, built exclusively by DFP
for Bentley & Bentley. Soon, however, he started making aluminum alloy pistons for
the DFP engine. After the outbreak of the First World War, he started to build rotary
aero-engines. Meanwhile, he also started to make plans for his own range of cars that
would bear his name.
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During World War I, he was a Captain in the Royal Naval Air Service, where he played
a major role in improving the design and manufacture of Clerget engines for the
Sopwith Camel and the Sopwith Snipe aircraft. These were known as the BR1 (Bentley
Rotary 1) and BR2 and were made by Humber. For this he was awarded an MBE
(Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire), and an award of £8,000
from the Commission for Awards to Inventors.
In January 1919, almost immediately after the end of the First World War, W.O. and
H.M. founded their own car company, Bentley Motors Limited. H.M. and W.O. Bentley
and H.M.J. Ward are listed as directors. In October of the same year the first Bentley
is completed. The 3-litre is built in a workshop near Baker Street, London, and
powered by a 65bhp four-cylinder 16-valve engine. The car is the first to carry
Bentley's hallmark radiator casing and flying 'B' insignia.
In May 1923, John Duff and Frank Clement drive a privately-entered 3-litre to fourth
place in the first 24-hour Le Mans race. One year later, the two drivers won Bentley
the first Le Mans. However, the next endurance race was a disaster, while Bentley
Motors Limited was in serious financial difficulties. Nevertheless, the victory at Le
Mans convinced Woolf Barnato to help the company with its financial problems. While
the company was saved, W. O. was no longer a co-owner of the company but Barnato's
employee.
The Bentley 8 Litre was W.O. Bentley’s finest grand tourer. It was also the last car he
designed for Bentley Motors. Launched in 1930, it was the largest and most luxurious
Bentley of its time.
It also had the largest engine of any car available in the UK. It featured a crankcase
made of Elektron, a magnesium alloy. And its maximum power was between 200-230bhp,
a huge output for the era. In December 1930, The Autocar recorded a ½ mile terminal
speed of 101.12mph in a Bentley 8 Litre. Only one other car recorded a higher speed
between then and 1939.

‘

At the time of the 8 Litre’s launch, W.O. declared: “I have always wanted to produce a
dead silent 100mph car, and now I think we have done it.”
the with
Bentley’s
introduction
with
worldwide
depression
InUnfortunately
November 1931,
Barnato
refusing coincided
to continue
to the
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Central
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W.O. continued to work for Bentley after his former
were
built between
1930 and 1932.
company was acquired by Rolls Royce but he was unhappy and left in 1935 when his
contract expired.
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In 1935, the Lagonda car company was bought by Alan P. Good, who outbid RollsRoyce. He also persuaded W. O. Bentley to join Lagonda. He continued to work for
Lagonda with Bentley touches to the engines. In 1938 the LG6 with independent front
suspension by torsion bar and hydraulic brakes. Bentley's masterpiece was the V12
was launched in 1937. The 4480-cc engine delivered 180 bhp and was said to be
capable of going from 7 to 105 mph in top gear and to rev to 5000 rpm. The Lagonda
Rapide model power plant was a twelve-cylinder V engine developing 200 horsepower.
In 1947, The company was purchased by Aston Martin. Production restarted with the
last model from W. O. Bentley, the 1948 2.6-Litre. W O remained as an engineer at
Aston Martin-Lagonda for a time, then he moved to Armstrong Siddeley, where he
designed another twin-overhead-cam 3-litre engine before retiring. Armstrong Siddeley
was a British engineering group that is best known for the production of luxury motor
cars and aircraft engines. The production of cars ceased in August 1960. The company
was absorbed into the Rolls-Royce conglomerate who were interested in the aircraft
and aircraft engine business.
In terms of his personal life, W. O. married three times. In 1914 he married Leonie
Gore, daughter of Sir St George Ralph Gore, ninth baronet of Magherabegg. She died
in 1919, in the Spanish flu epidemic. In 1920 W. O. married Poppy (Audrey
Hutchinson) (1895-1981), a fun-loving society woman who disliked factories, whereas
Bentley was said to love spending time in the workshop. They divorced soon after the
business was sold in 1931. In 1934 he married Margaret Roberts Hutton, née Murray,
who survived him. They had no children. W. O. Bentley died at the Nuffield Nursing
Home, Woking, on 13 August 1971. His widow Margaret lived until 1989. He had no
children. W. O. Bentley was inducted into the Automotive Hall of Fame in 1995.
This article is a combination of information from the
Bentley website, Wikipedia, myAutoworld.com., and a Bentley
dealership.

Today’s Bentley? The top of the line is this
model for $320,870 (on left below).

New 2020 Bentley Continental GT W12
Convertible

The most expensive Bentley ever? The Bacalar.
Only 12 being built. Cost: 2.36M.
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Powered by an enhanced and mighty 6.0-litre W12 TSI petrol engine developing 659
horsepower linked to a dual-clutch, eight-speed
automatic the new Bacalar accelerates from rest
to 60mph in around 3.5 seconds up to a top
speed 'approaching 200mph'. It has no fixed or
convertible roof so occupants are open to the
elements.
https://www.thisismoney.co.uk/money/cars/article8069067/The-1-8m-Bacalar-expensive-Bentleydoesnt-roof.html

Ashes to ashes,
Dust to dust,
If it wasn't for Triumph
Our tools would be rust.

Alexander Graham Bell invented the Telephone.
Thomas Edison invented the Light Bulb. Joseph
Lucas invented the Short Circuit.
The Lucas motto: “Get home before dark.”
The three position Lucas switch – Dim, Flicker and
Off.
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