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President’s Message 

 

I hope you have been able to get out and drive your LBC during this 

unusually nice October – November weather.  There has been little rain recently 

and the temperatures well above average on a number of days.  Enjoy it while it 

lasts. 

We are now in the final leg of our busy Fall schedule.  The Fall Tour, Fall 

Colors Drive and annual Membership Appreciation Dinner have occurred and only 

the December 10th annual Christmas/Hanukkah Party remains as this year’s last 

activity.  And we’ll announce the Board member election results at the Party, 

along with the winner of the Odometer Contest. 

I’m getting ready to put our LBCs into winter storage mode. One goes a 

mile away to a storage unit through March, and the other gets to winter in our 

garage. In addition to all of the maintenance required to store an LBC over the 

winter, don’t’ forget about protecting it from the varmints.  A lot of moth ball 

pellets in tart pans located in various parts of the vehicle works quite well.  And 

taping over the exhaust pipe opening and air cleaner inlets is important.  

At the next Board meeting, the Board will select among itself the members 

who will hold the various Board positions.  We also should be able to make a year- 

end donation to the Food Bank of Northern Indiana.  

Looking forward to next year, the Board will have to select the Featured 

Marque for the annual Car Show at Saint Mary’s College, and set up the driving 

schedule and events for 2017. We have already identified a 2017 Fall Tour 

destination of Mackinac Island. One possible suggested addition/change might be 

a two day, overnight trip to Parke County to enjoy some of their 31 covered 

bridges, State Parks and Mills.  And of course, the local eateries.  

The Board will try to schedule our always popular events and drives, while 

adding some new items or changes to the schedule.  The 2017 driving season 

should be fun for everyone. 
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Tuesday, November 1 

Board Meeting Minutes 

 

 Financial – we have money in the account 

 

 November Newsletter – Mary preparing articles, will publish 

after the Membership Appreciation Dinner 

 

 Elections – nominees are Herm, Bob and Keith 

 

 Fall Tour – 2017 destination set for Mackinac Island 

 

 Membership Appreciation Dinner – set for November 9th 

 

 Christmas/Hanukkah Party – still looking for host, will send 

out an email asking for volunteer (Deacon’s- December 10th) 

 

 Monthly Meeting/Breakfast – January 21st, suggested new 

Top Notch Restaurant near airport entrance, Larry & Kai will 

check it out 

 

 Board Meeting – December 6th at Deacon’s (later changed to 

November 29th) 
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Christmas/Hanukkah Party 

 

Our annual Christmas/Hanukkah Party has been scheduled. 

Roger and Ruth Deacon are hosting the annual Christmas/Hanukkah Party 

on Saturday, December 10th, 6:30 PM at their home south of "downtown" 

Granger.  The Deacon residence is at 10688 Anderson Road, Granger, IN 46530.  

Club members planning to attend, please RSVP to Roger or Ruth at 

574/679-4332 or email: rogerdeacon61@yahoo.com, no later than Monday 

December 5, and advise as to the potluck dish you will bring from the list below. 

The club will provide the meat dishes and members bring the potluck dishes.  

Some soft drinks will be supplied, members can bring other beverages.   Here is 

the list: 

APPETIZER 

SALAD OR VEGETABLE  

DESSERT 

The results of the election will be announced (not Donald or Hillary, we 

already know that one!!!) for the 2016 Michiana Brits Board. 

The dinner will be followed by a “White Elephant” gift exchange (small 

gifts of items that have been languishing away in the back of your closet – e.g. 

Aunt Tillie’s ceramic Zebra).  If you have already purchased something nice for 

the gift exchange, feel free to wrap it up and add it to the unisex pile (no guys/gals 

differentiation).  All the gifts will be numbered, then numbers drawn and gifts 

distributed to each lucky number holder (you may get Aunt Tillie’s ceramic 

Zebra!!).  After the opening of the gifts, numbers may be redrawn to permit gift 

taking/stealing.  Of course, gift bartering and trading is permitted (and 

encouraged!) after the drawings.  Feel free to bring more than one gift if your 

closet is getting full.    

 

 



Page 5 of 16 
 

 

                       2nd Annual Michiana Brits Odometer Contest 

Before you tuck your LBC in for the winter, remember to send a photo of 

your ending odometer reading (if you participated in the contest) by December 1. 

The award will be presented at the Christmas/Hanukkah Party on December 10. 

This enables the club to keep track of all the miles the participating Michiana Brits 

drive in a season. The second reason is to win the coveted Michiana Brits 

Motorway Award and the $50 gift card! Please send it to Bob Petersen 574-850-

7604. Address to send pictures or ask questions is bpete56@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Winter Vehicle Storage 

Back by popular demand, we’re proud to announce that we will be offering 

winter vehicle storage here at the South Bend Warehouse, home of the former 

Studebaker Building 84.  Although, with the transformation of the former 

Studebaker Plant into one of the region’s marquee projects…the Renaissance 

District - the Midwest’s largest mixed-use technology campus (check it out at 

http://www.renaissancedistrict.com), we regret to say that ground floor storage 

space is not available and the maximum length of any vehicle shall not exceed 18’-

6” in length. 

  

Our winter vehicle storage rates are as follows: 

·       $75.00 per month flat rate; 

·       $405.00 for six (6) month storage agreement (10% savings) with first 

payment due upon receipt; 

·       $360.00 for six (6) month storage agreement (20% savings) when paid in full 

at time of vehicle drop-off. 

We at South Bend Warehouse welcome the opportunity to assist all Michiana Brits 

members in fulfilling their winter vehicle storage needs.  Come and be a part of 

history by storing your vehicle at the acclaimed Studebaker Building 84.   

  

mailto:bpete56@sbcglobal.net
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Bob Egierski 

Logistics Supervisor 

South Bend Warehouse & Distribution 

635 S. Lafayette Blvd. 

South Bend, IN 46601 USA 

O: 574.239.1315 

C: 574.250.1110 

www.southbendwarehousing.com 

 

                          STAGEMAN'S TECH TIPS 
                                                            By Roger Deacon 

 

Last month I talked about our 1978 MGB starter problems during the Fall Tour to 

Frankfort, KY. When we returned home from the trip and after putting in a new 

starter, I still had problems with starting the engine. I called Randy Glanders to 

come over and see what he could find. Randy asked if the engine was grounded to 

the body, I told him I don't think so. We grounded the engine to the body with a 

pair of battery cables and it started right up. The car had been running and starting 

fine when I bought it last year, but this year I pulled the engine to put in an 

overdrive tranny with new motor mounts and that was the only change done to the 

car. There are supposed to be two ground straps on the car, but there weren't any 

on the car to put back on when we re-installed the engine and tranny.  One should 

be at the tranny to the body and one from the engine to the body; so everyone 

check there cars to make sure you have them on your car. 

 

Larry Palguta wanted me to write about why he didn't have his MGB running this 

summer. It had been one set back after another. When it was decided that he 

wanted to have his engine rebuilt, he thought that he'd want to pull it in spring 

2016 after I returned from Florida. I told him we would pull it by the first of 

November 2015 and it would be done when I returned in April. So we pulled it and 

we took it to Kaley Motor Service, Inc. that overhauls engines. I told them that I 

would like to pick it up next April 15. Well, Larry and I picked it up the middle of 

June after the rebuild work was started in April and done in June, which didn't 

please Larry but I didn't care as I was still recovering from shoulder surgery.  Larry 
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also decided to add an overdrive transmission, seeing as I had two available. Larry 

and Kai Shepherd had taken both O/D transmissions up to John Twist’s shop on 

the east side of Grand Rapids, so they could be rebuilt.  After I returned from 

Florida, Larry, Kai and myself picked up the rebuilt transmissions, got some wiring 

advice from John, and a rebuilt O/D transmission was ready to attach to Larry’s 

rebuilt engine. 

 

Larry, Kai and I went to work with me doing the supervising. Things were soon 

going to start falling apart. We had everything up and running so Larry took it for a 

ride around the block but the engine wasn't running right when he returned. The 

front carburetor piston wasn't going up and down like it should. It was decided to 

take the carbs off and send them to Apple Hydraulics, Long Island, NY, to be 

rebuilt. Three weeks later we had both carbs back but the choke shaft was bent on 

the front carb, so we boxed it and sent it back to be repaired.  After getting it back, 

there was still a problem and we sent it back again for repair. 

 

 

At this time we found the valve that controls the coolant to the heater was leaking, 

so the distributer was pulled to keep it from getting wet. Ordered a new water shut 

off valve.  Happened to look down at the starter and a wire coming out of the 

starter didn't look right, reached down and found that it was loose, which wasn't 

right. Took off the starter and took it to Valley Electric to get the wire fixed. Put 

the starter back on. 

 

 

For the third time, the front carb came back in two weeks and was put back on but 

the starter wouldn't turn over the engine.  After checking and using different 

batteries, we took the starter back to Valley Electric and determined that now the 

solenoid wasn't working, so the solenoid was rebuilt. The rebuilt starter was put 

back on. When Larry went to put the distributor on, I said let me see that. I put a 

vacuum gauge on the distributor and tried to pull vacuum on the diaphragm, but 

couldn't pull any vacuum.  Plus the spring was rusted and the plate inside of the 

distributor wouldn't turn.  An engine will run like this but not run well. If everyone 

will remember, I wrote an article about sending your distributors to Advanced 

Distributors and getting them rebuilt over winter. The distributor should be 

changed so the cam is a 12 degree cam (from an 8 degree cam). Last year, I sent in 

three distributors for rebuild and have been very happy with the results. The 
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youngest distributor is 36 years old; most old distributors do not work right. We 

will soon be storing our cars for the winter so now is the time to pull the distributor 

and get it fixed. Any questions, call me. 

 

 

We finally had Larry's car running and getting ready for the Fall Tour to 

Kentucky.  Larry asked me how to break-in the engine. I told him to drive it slow 

like 40 to 50 miles an hour, up and down and easy, for a thousand miles. 

Unfortunately, there was not enough time to get in that much driving. One day he 

drove to Plymouth with a friend who was driving a TR6, and drove back on new 

US 31 where traffic flows at higher speeds.  On the way back the O/D quit working 

and the engine was running warmer than usual. Brought it back to the shop and 

checked the oil level in the tranny and it hardly registering on the dip stick. Larry 

had read the manual as to how much oil it took in the tranny. When the dip stick 

registered full, he had stopped putting in oil. However, it takes some driving and a 

while for the oil to flow into the back of the overdrive tranny, and then the oil 

should be topped up again.  Lesson learned.  After topping up the oil in the tranny, 

the O/D operated somewhat sporadically and finally stopped working during the 

drive to New Buffalo. 

 

 

We tried to figure out what caused the O/D to quit working but to no avail. Hours 

were spent checking the wiring and testing that there was power down to the 

solenoid in the O/D transmission. A solenoid coil was bought and while my back 

was turned someone who will remain nameless started to unwrap the thin electrical 

tape off of the solenoid coil.  Well, this exposed a wire that could short out the 

solenoid. The thin electrical tape was rewrapped on the coil, but then someone who 

will remain nameless cut off a couple of inches at the end of the tape before a small 

piece of new tape was applied to hold the thin tape in place. Since I'm not much of 

an electrician, I missed putting some tape on the wire where it attached to the 

coil.  After installation and more testing, the O/D still did not work and Larry 

drove the car on the Fall Tour sans the O/D. When we returned home I made 

arrangements with John Twist to check out the O/D. He told me that he could fix 

it. 

 

Larry, Kai Shepherd and myself left bright and early for Grand Rapids, arriving at 

9 AM. John Twist got right on the car, tested the wiring and power feed while the 
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car was on the lift (O/D still didn’t work), and then removed the solenoid and saw 

the bare wire on the solenoid coil that might have caused a problem.  After 

removing an extra part, re-installing the solenoid and testing, John and I took the 

MGB out for a road test. No dice. More road tests and running the engine while on 

the lift, were to follow. 

 

John put the car back on the lift and then removed all of the hydraulic parts of the 

O/D (the solenoid assembly, oil pump and oil pressure valve all drop out of the 

bottom of the O/D transmission).  Larry and I had spent hours on the electrical 

parts of the O/D transmission but had not touched the hydraulic parts of the O/D 

(we had no prior experience with those parts).  John pulled out seals, rods, bearings 

and a variety of small parts, and a fair amount of tranny oil was caught as it ran out 

of the two recesses that house the hydraulic parts.  He checked everything, cleaned 

parts, re-installed the hydraulic parts, and added tranny oil.  Another road test 

produced negative results, so he checked the line fuse to the solenoid and found it 

had burned out when he was doing more electrical testing.  John and I took the car 

out for its fourth road test and the O/D worked. And it has worked since, including 

continuously from Grand Rapids to Schoolcraft. John did not know exactly what 

caused the problem – after much electrical testing, road tests, numerous parts 

removals, cleaning and re-installation, you could not trace or point a finger at any 

one possible cause. 

 

When asked what we owed him, John said nothing (because he was repairing an 

O/D transmission his shop had just rebuilt in the late spring).  When pushed, he 

said $20 which would buy a case of beer.  Larry quickly gave him a $20 bill.  

 

A little after 11 AM, we drove a couple of miles south to a lunch spot that had 

become a frequent lunch stop.  Larry said he really underestimated John Twist – he 

didn’t think the O/D could be fixed in a day and John fixed it in two hours!!!   

 

NEWS FLASH: John Twist is closing his shop at the end of 2016. He is not taking 

any new business, and will finish work on the cars currently in his shop. He plans 

to have a parts auction early next year.  He will still do rolling tech sessions and 

events such as that.  This is a real loss for those of us in the Midwest.   

 

All was well and we drove back to my shop to find which valve was making noise. 

Found one that was loose, tightened it to 13 thousands and now the engine runs  



Page 10 of 16 
 

All was well and we drove back to my shop to find which engine valve was 

making noise. Found one that was loose, tightened it to 13 thousands and now the 

engine runs much quieter.   

 

There were a few other things going on in the shop but WHAT HAPPENS IN MY 

SHOP STAYS IN MY SHOP. 

 

Fall Colors Drive 2016 

By Mary Petersen 

Rain threatened as the Michiana Brits lined up their Little British Cars in the 

driveway of Randy and Bev Glanders in Elkhart for the annual Fall Colors Drive. 

The Brits met at 9:30 with a departure time of 10 a.m. Everyone brought a covered 

dish or dessert to compliment the delicious chili that Randy always makes. 

Usually by October 15, the leaves have already changed colors and are 

falling. This year for whatever reason the leaves had barely changed and most of 

them were still clinging to the trees.  

At departure time, the tops were up on the cars as it had begun to mist. 
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Nine cars started out on the drive through the backroads of Indiana and 

Southwestern Michigan. We traveled around curves, through towns and past lakes. 

 

 
 

 

We drove through the Langley Covered Bridge by Centreville, Michigan. 
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We ended the morning drive at the Fisher Lake Inn in Mendon, Michigan for  

lunch. 

 

 

 

 

 

As we were leaving the restaurant, a Corvette club was pulling in to have 

their lunch. 



Page 13 of 16 
 

                                                    

 

After lunch, the rain subsided and the tops on the cars went down. 
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Last stop before heading home was at Miller’s Mill in Middlebury, Indiana where 

we toured the cider making barn, tasted the delicious cider and bought some to take 

home. 

 

 The fallen leaves fluttered behind the cars 

during the drive back to the Glanders. As we 

arrived, there were a few Brits at the house that 

chose not to go on the drive. 

Randy built a fire to sit around after dinner. 

Everyone enjoyed eating, talking and watching 

football. It was a great end to a wonderful autumn 

day for our Fall Colors Drive 2016 
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Michiana Brits 2016 Annual Membership Appreciation Dinner 

By Mary Petersen 

The Bent Oak Golf Course Clubhouse located in Elkhart was the setting for the 

Michiana Brits 2016 Annual Membership Appreciation Dinner on November 9. 

Thirty-nine members of the club were present for dinner in the Patio Room. The 

evening began with socializing, Hors d’eouvres (which consisted of cheese, fruit 

and crackers), and cocktails if you chose to partake. 

While waiting for the buffet to be ready, Larry Palguta held a short meeting. 

 

 

Larry acting Presidential 
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Dinner started with the delicious Bent Oak Salad. It is a popular house favorite 

consisting of mixed greens, candied walnuts, red onions, feta cheese, grapes, 

tomatoes, black olives and a special balsamic vinegarette/Italian dressing. 

Mesquite chicken, baked haddock in a cream sauce and beef pot roast au jus with 

horseradish sauce on the side were the meat choices. 

The sides were mashed potatoes, rice pilaf, green beans with almond and sweet 

corn. Bread and butter were also served. To top off the meal, there was an 

assortment of fruit and cream pies.  

The golf club has a nice atmosphere to spend some quality time and nice 

conversation with fellow club members. It was a pleasurable evening! 

 

 

 




