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About Michiana Brits

Find us online at:

UPCOMING EVENTS

www.michianabrits.com
This car club is open to
lovers and/or owners of
British cars. All paid
members receive this
monthly newsletter as part
of their annual dues.

Mini-quiz
Name the model and year of
the cars below

All events,
including the
Board meeting and Tech
Session on "Classic British
Car Electrical Systems" have
been postponed.

Newsletter Submissions
Please submit articles and
photos for publication to the
Newsletter Editor at
vbloom01@sbcglobal.net
You may also submit
material for the newsletter
to the Club president online,
through mail, or in person
at a general club meeting.

Let’s Stay in Touch

The newsletter’s deadline is
the 20th of the month.
Material is subject to
editorial revision. Opinions
expressed are those of the
authors and do not
necessarily reflect those of
the 2019 Michiana Brits,
Ltd., British Car
Enthusiasts.

Please send pictures of you
with your first car, tech tips,
funny and informative
articles, or recent news to
share with your friends.

See end of newsletter for
answers
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Leonard & Rennay Dalenberg
Lou Metelko

Niles, MI 1974 Triumph Spitfire
Auburn IN 1954 TR-2 LD

President: Mike Scullion
Phone: 574-252-0511
Email:
mlscullion01@gmail.com

Treasurer: Paul Noeth
Phone: 574-274-2842
Email: pnoeth@gmail.com

Secretary: Larry Palguta
Phone: 574-288-3923
Email:
palguta@sbcglobal.net

Activities: Philip Wiltshire.
(our own Bond, James Bond)
Phone: 248-676-0986
Email: pwiltshire@lci.com

Communications: Vicki Bloom
Phone: 574-252-0511
Email:
vbloom01@sbcglobal.net

Membership: Herm Marrese
Phone: 574-360-4938
Email:
hmarrese@comcast.net

Trip Coordinator: Keith
Wishmeier
Phone: 574-250-6992
Email:
ckwishmeier@cs.com

Emergencies:
That other Bond, James Bond
Phone: 007
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Many of you have met Michiana Brits member Maurice Levitt during his years as a
club member. Some of us know that during WWII when Maurice was a young boy, he
was evacuated several times from London to avoid the Blitz
bombings. His son-in-law has written a book about Maurice's
experiences as an evacuee during WWII. Here is the book's
description:
Set against the horrifying backdrop of World War II, A
Sandwich for the Journey tells the story of one of three
million evacuees - a young Jewish boy from London’s East
End named Maurice Levitt. This moving narrative is
beautifully told and centers around an oral history
conducted in 2016 between Charles Minx and his father in
law, none other than Maurice Levitt himself, who was 84
years old at the time. From 1939 to 1944, between the
ages of seven to twelve, young Maurice was evacuated five
times from his family’s home and forced to live with “host”
families in the English and Welsh countryside, while his
father’s family was facing unspeakable horrors in Nazi-occupied Poland as most
fell victim to the holocaust, disappearing without a trace.
The paperback book will be released on April 14th and can be ordered from Amazon,
here is the link:
https://www.amazon.com/Sandwich-Journey-Story-LondonEvacuee/dp/1949709914/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2KCP6D51J6HX5&keywords=a+sandwich+
for+the+journey&qid=1581877097&s=books&sprefix=a+sandwich%2Cstripbooks%2C2
13&sr=1-1

Hello All,
This is starting out to be a very disruptive year due to the coronavirus Covid-19.
Following the guidelines for social distancing to mitigate the spread, we have cancelled
some of our upcoming events. Along with this, many states are banning travel except
for essentials, even closing bars, restaurants, and public libraries. The officers and I
will be discussing the impact of COVID-19 on our future schedule of activities. Please
know that the health and safety of our members is our #1 priority. We’ll send out
updates as they become available.
As I started writing this message I was traveling across the country by car to
California. When I was in downtown Denver, in a hotel with 98 rooms and 36 suites,
there were less than 10 cars in the parking lot. This was the case for each hotel I
stayed at on my way out west.
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After being in California a few days, the governor issued an order that mandated
everyone stay inside unless it was essential.
When I travelled outside to get something to eat, I was surprised by how light the
traffic was. There were a decent number of cars on the road, but much less than
usual. Probably less than 20% the normal level of traffic. A rarity in California!
I am keeping my distance from most people, washing my hands frequently, and
following all recommended CDC precautions, just as I'm sure you are.
Let's make a point of staying in touch with each, whether it is by phone, email, social
media or the monthly newsletter. Stay safe. Be healthy.
Happy Motoring,
Mike

1. Paul gave an update on the treasury balance.
2. March newsletter – Need member pics and articles. Are people are interested in
Philip’s idea to have a calendar with pictures of members and their cars? Larry
says we need to investigate costs. Philip provided Vicki with newsletters from
other clubs. (Vicki)
3. Annual car show – reviewed to-do list, verified Beef O’Brady’s for dinner the
night before; discussed fundraising, identifying sponsors and working in teams.
4. Upcoming events – April 18th Tech session, followed up by pot luck (note: later
postponed).
5. 2020 drives – Tentative dates for spring drive is May 2 – up to Kalamazoo
Airplane Museum; looking at the third weekend in September for the fall tour.
6. Eastern chapter – will add their info on webpage; meeting March 7 at Cosmos
Restaurant in Fort Wayne. At least two members will be attending the Sports
Car Swap Meet at DuPage County Fairgrounds on Sunday, March 15. They will
be going up on Saturday and staying overnight. Contact Dick Birch
(birchtr6@gmail.com) for details.
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7. Monthly dinners that were scheduled: Saturday, March 21, 9:00am at Yellow
Cat (note: later cancelled); Eastern chapter see above
8. Board meetings – April 1 – Bloom/Scullion (note: later cancelled)

In the midst of the coronavirus pandemic, one car detailer, Josef Nazareno
who owns True Image Auto Care in Jacksonville, Florida says that cleaning
your car of germs is critical to your safety. “You can use household
products like isopropyl alcohol or disinfectant wipes.” Think about the
common touch points in your car -- steering wheel, dash, armrests, console, seat
adjusters, shifter, cupholders, doors, handles, ventilation grilles, radio buttons, and
the rearview mirror. Another article from a BMW dealer from Dayton warns that
alcohol is hard on leather. Instead use a combination of soap and water and do not
scrub hard.
If washing the seats of your car, it is best to wet a cloth or sponge with soap and water
and wipe the seats. You do not want to leave excess soap or water, as it can take a
long time to dry. Isopropyl alcohol can safely be used on non-leather seats, but it is
not an ideal cleaning agent for those surfaces unless you have imitation leather.
While wipes work on the interior, they can be damaging to a car’s exterior paint. It is
best, says Nazareno to “have some disposable gloves and have somewhere to throw
them out.” Kelley Blue Book recommends avoiding bleach products as they can also
cause damage.
Excerpted from:
https://www.bmwofdayton.com/cleaning-you-car-prevent-spread-of-covid.htm and
https://www.firstcoastnews.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/automotive-experts-give-best-tips-for-cleaningyour-car-from-covid-19/77-17b5249e-7dcf-4d74-9abc-d7946930f2f4

June 28th Sunday, St. Mary’s College
Featured Marque is the Triumph TR-4, 4A, 250 & 6

Silent Auction Needs Donations!
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Now that you are stuck at home, you may be using the time to clean out your garage
or basement. If you see something that might sell at the Silent Auction, please put it
aside. Once we can get out again, I will store the items until the car show. Please let
me know, and thanks!
Bob Petersen, bpete56@sbcglobal.net

Top 50 All Time British Cars - decided by a panel of judges back in 2017 – the
surprising answers. . . https://www.autoexpress.co.uk/best-cars/99216/best-british-cars-top-50-all-timegreatest-british-built-cars-revealed

All about Gilbern Cars
Did you know that the company was founded by a butcher and a German ex-POW
who stayed in Kent and became an engineer?
http://gilbern.co.uk/a-brief-history-of-gilbern-cars-ltd/

1968 Gilbern Genie 3.0

T-Shirts
If you would like to buy the T-Shirt that was sold at our
car show, we have all sizes. They are $20.

What a deal! Please contact Herm Marrese at
574-360-4938

Answers to quiz on the first page:
1963 Hillman Minx 1952 Jowett Jupiter 1969 Jensen Interceptor MK1

Page 6 of 7

MEMBERSHIP FEE REMINDER
Your annual Membership fee is due next Tuesday, March 31st. About 2/3 of our
members have already paid their Membership fee. If you have already paid your
Membership fee, please ignore this reminder.
Your 2020 Annual Membership fee for Michiana Brits is due no later than
March 31st.
The Annual Membership fee is $25/year.
1) If you are also a NAMGBR (North American MGB Register) member and that
membership is affiliated with Michiana Brits, your Annual Membership fee is
$15/year. I have notified those who are eligible for the reduced Michiana Brits
Annual Membership fee.
2) If you have a current NAMGBR membership and that membership is not
affiliated with Michiana Brits, you should contact NAMGBR and request
affiliation of that membership with Michiana Brits.
3) If you have joined the club after September 1, 2019, your 2020 Membership
fee has been paid (check your Welcome letter).
Your CHECK should be MADE PAYABLE TO: Michiana Brits
and mailed to:
Paul Noeth
51423 Hunters Crossing Court
Granger, IN 46530
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