April 2018
www.michianabrits.com

Our current club membership is 68

Upcoming Events
April
Monthly Meeting/Breakfast
Saturday, April 14, 2018 8:30
Yellow Cat Café
808 E Colfax Ave.
South Bend, IN 46617
574-233-2233

mov
2018 Board Members
President: Bob Petersen
Phone: 574-850-7604
Email: bpete56@sbcglobal.net
V.P. Membership: Herminne
Marrese
Phone: 574-360-4938
Email: hmarrese@comcast.net
V.P. Communications: Mary
Petersen
Phone: 574-850-7604
Email: mkpete@sbcglobal.net
V. P. Activities: Keith Wishmeier
Phone: 574-250-6992
Email: ckwishmeier@cs.com
Treasurer: Bob Kerstetter
Phone: 574-259-0330
Email:
robertkerstetter@yahoo.com
Secretary: Larry Palguta
Phone: 574-288-3923
Email: palguta@sbcglobal.net
V.P. LBC Fuel Filter Compliance:
Roger Deacon
Phone: 574-292-0004
Email:rogerdeacon61@yahoo.com

Newsletter Submissions
This is the Newsletter of the Michiana
Brits, Ltd., Car Club and is distributed to
all paid Annual Members as part of their
dues. If you would like to submit articles
for publication, they are most welcome.
The deadline is the 25th of each month.
Send all correspondence (electronic
submissions are preferable) to the
President, bring it to a General Meeting, or
send to the Newsletter Editor at
mkpete@sbcglobal.net . Material is
subject to editorial revision and opinions
expressed are those of the authors and do
not necessarily reflect those of the 2016
Michiana Brits, Ltd., British Car
Enthusiasts

Michiana Brits Car Club has a
page on Facebook. Check it out! If you
have news, photos to share, something
to sell, ideas, comments or just to “like”
our page…please visit!

Annual Tech Session & Potluck Lunch
Saturday, April 28, 2018
Roger & Ruth Deacon
10688 Anderson Road
Granger, IN 46530
574-679-4332
More info on page 4

May
Board Meeting
Tuesday, 6:30 PM, May 1, 2018
Larry Palguta
55596 Country Club Road
South Bend, IN 46619
574-288-3923
2018 Spring Drive
Saturday, May 5-6, 2018
Grand Rapids, Michigan
More info on page 4-5
Monthly Meeting/Dinner
Wed, May 16, 2018 6:30 EDT/5:30 CDT
Monroe’s Crossing
7038 N. Chicago Road
New Carlisle, IN 46552
574-654-7222
Rally 5:30 EDT, leave 6:00 EDT from
Palguta residence
55596 Country Club Road
South Bend, IN 46619
574-288-3923
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President’s Message

How would you like to step back in time? Well, kind of
anyway. Several of us have been tossing around the idea of
taking our LBCs to the drive-in! You know, the drive-in
movies.
Tri-way has 4 screens and show 2 movies per screen.
The idea would be to go on a Saturday night to allow travel
time to Plymouth, and for most of us we won’t need to go to
work the next day.
I know you’re thinking hours in our LBCs, watching
movies. Well we can bring lawn chairs and enjoy each
other’s company while watching a movie or two.
We are looking to do this when we are sure the weather
will be warm enough. (not sure when that will be with this
spring we aren’t having.)
Think about it. More details to follow when we get more
information on movie selection and dates.
Thanks,
Bob
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April 3, 2018 Board Meeting Minutes
 Financial : Bob K. reported on the club’s finances
 April Newsletter : Mary is drafting it and soon will have
it ready for editing
 Spring Drive & Fall Tour : Keith provided detailed
information on the Spring Tour, a hotel was selected,
and the itinerary discussed
 Annual Car Show : Larry reported that posters and
ballots are printed, the flyers will be printed and mailed
in late April, the order of parking on the show field will
be changed, 3 paid pre-registrations received, lapel pin
design concept provided by Herm
 Annual Membership fees : Bob K. and Larry confirmed
payments, an email will be sent to those who have not
paid
 Annual Tech Session : April 28th – email notices to be
sent
 Monthly Meetings : May 16th – Monroe’s Crossing, New
Carlisle, IN for dinner, times and rally point set
 Board Meetings : May 1 – Palguta, June 5 - Kerstetter
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Annual Tech Session and Potluck Lunch
Saturday April 28th – Deacon Residence, Granger, IN
Don’t miss our always-popular April 28th, 2018 Annual Tech Session and
Potluck Lunch at the home of Roger and Ruth Deacon, 10688 Anderson Road,
Granger, IN 46530 574-292-8658 or 574-292-0004
CARS ON LIFT 8 AM - NOON; POTLUCK LUNCH - NOON
Please call or email (rogerseacon61@yahoo.com) Ruth or Roger by April
26th and advise what kind of dish you will bring to the potluck.

Info for May 5-6 Spring Drive to Grand Rapids, MI
Fredrick Meijer Gardens & Meyer May House Tours
By Keith Wishmeier

Saturday May 5, 2018
- Meet at Eleni's Restaurant for breakfast
52820 SR 933
South Bend, IN 574-277-1618
Meet at 8:00 am. Leave 9:00 am sharp
- Drive to Grand Rapids following the blue Spitfire on a backcountry route.
We will be heading to the area around the Frederick Meijer Gardens to
have some lunch.
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- Drive to and explore the Frederick Meijer Gardens and Sculpture Park
1000 E Beltline Ave. NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49525 616-957-1580
info@meijergardens.org
open 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Adults (14-64) $14.50
Seniors (65+) $11.00
Students with ID $11.00
Children (5-13) $7.00

888-957-1580

- Check in to hotel after 3:00 pm
Country Inn & Suites East
3251 Deposit Drive NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49546
One king bed and pullout sofa.
$159.00 plus tax per night.
Call 616-942-7000 for reservations. Mention "Michiana Brits Car Club" for this
rate.
There is a block cutoff date of April 27, 2018
Remaining time Saturday for dinner, indoor pool and hot tub, going into downtown
Grand Rapids, etc.

Sunday May 6, 2018

- Breakfast at the hotel or other, your choice
Checkout time is 12:00 pm. Depending on the FLW house tour time, there should
be free time and time for lunch either as a group or separately.
We need to be at the FLW Meyer May House before 1:00 pm to catch the 90
minute tour if we get the first tour (no charge).
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KW will make reservations for a group of 12, time of tour to be confirmed.
FLW Meyer May House
450 Madison Ave SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
- After the tour we drive back home.

Questions – call Keith at 574-250-6992 or 574-243-6003

______________________________________
April 3rd Board Meeting/Wine Tasting
By Mary Petersen

Along with the usual monthly meeting, the Board and spouses were treated
to a small wine tasting compliments of Bob and Mary’s son, Brian. We tasted
several wines and learned some new and interesting facts. Herm and Keith also
learned to saber a champagne bottle. It was a night of fun!

________________________________________________________________
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Recipe of the Month
Weed Killer
By Wendy Kerstetter

Wendy says she usually makes the full recipe and keeps it in a milk jug. It’s
much cheaper and less harmful that the commercial stuff you can buy. Some
weeds take more than one go-over.
1 gallon VINEGAR (white)
2 C. EPSOM SALTS
¼ C. DAWN DISHWASHING LIQUID

I can’t wait to try it out if it ever gets warm enough to work out in the yard-Mary.

____________________________________________
Tire Date Codes
By Paul Noeth

In last month’s newsletter, Bob mentioned that it is a good idea to check the
date code on our tires. I am sure that most people in the club know how to find the
date code, but there may be a few that don’t know what to look for.
The sidewall of a car's tire has important information that tells you almost
everything you need to know about it. The U.S. Department of Transportation
(DOT) National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) requires that
Tire Identification Numbers start with the letters DOT, followed by eight to
thirteen letters and/or numbers that identify the manufacturing location, tire size
and manufacturer's code, along with the week and year the tire was manufactured.
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Date Code
At the end of the DOT code you'll find a four-digit number. This is the
manufacturing date of the tire. The first two digits stand for the week; the other
two are the year. For example, this tire has "2412" listed: it was manufactured on
the 24th week of 2012.

If you come across a three-digit number, you have a tire that was
manufactured before 2000. A DOT tire code of "127" indicates the tire was made
on the 12th week of the seventh year of the decade. But it's difficult to know
whether that was 1997 or even 1987. Some tires produced in the 1990s may have a
small triangle following the DOT number to identify the decade. But any tire that
has a three-digit code is history. Tire experts recommend that you replace tires
that are six or more years old, regardless of their tread depth.

Sometimes the DOT number will be located on the inside of the tire. You
should also make a habit of checking the manufacturing date on your spare tire as
well.
This information, for the most part, was based on the Tire Rack website - pn

____________________________________________________________________________
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Stagman’sTech Tips
By Roger Deacon

All good things must come to an end, and all good things will soon start with
the weather warming up. We are starting to get calls as to when Ruth and I will
return for the summer and also about one’s favorite LBC.
We had a good time when Dan & Annette Craft from Sarasota. FL, John &
Pat Dieringer from Ft Meyers, FL, and Bob & Wendy Kerstetter who were staying
with us all came to our home in Sebring, FL. We went out for lunch at our favorite
restaurant, The Jackaranda in Avon Park. Everyone had a good time catching up
with family and friends, plus a little gossiping.
I want to invite all British car club members to our home for the last Tech
session and lunch April 28, 2018. Hopefully, this year will be warm with no rain,
unlike the last few tech sessions.
I have some extra parts that I want to sell this summer that fit MGBs and
Triumphs. I'll have to inventory these parts when I return home. I plan on hauling
all of my parts and parts cars that don't sell to the scrap yard.
I am looking forward to seeing everyone.
Roger
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Treasure Hunt North Antique Fair and Vintage Car Show
July 21, 2018, South Bend, IN
West Washington Historic District, South Bend, Indiana,
8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m EST. Free coffee and doughnuts for Car Show Participants.
1st and 2nd Place People’s Choice Awards (Meal at Tippecanoe Place, tickets to
Studebaker National Museum and The History Museum and other prizes). Open to
all makes and models of Antique/Classic/Vintage cars. Cars for sale are welcome
to be displayed; however, this is not a swap meet, no parts or other sale items. No
registration fee but RSVP is required. Event is free and open to the public. In
addition to the car show, includes antique vendors, yard sales, artists, live music,
food vendors, and family friendly activities in the Historic West Washington Street
neighborhood. Clubs are encouraged to participate as a group. Contact Deb Parcell
with questions or to reserve a space no later than July 13th for you and/or your
club, dparcell@indianalandmarks.org, (574)232-4534.
The Brits are again receiving an invitation to show their LBCs.
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Hooley Classic Car Spring Auction Goshen Indiana
Auctioneer
Bartel & Company Auctions
Auction Date & Time
April 21, 09:00AM
Auction Location
17746 County Road 34, Goshen, IN
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April 14th Monthly Meeting/Breakfast
By Larry Palguta

Saturday morning, April 14th, was cold and rainy and only the hearty were
out and going about their activities as usual. Ten Brits (almost 11) showed up at
the Yellow Cat Café in South Bend for the monthly meeting and breakfast.
Unfortunately, the Yellow Cat wasn’t quite ready for us (they said an employee(s)
walking by the white erase board may have had their clothing accidentally wipe off
the listing of our group for breakfast). Regardless of the “dog ate my homework”
explanation, they did get more than enough tables arranged for our group (being
flexible and handling quick changes seem to be something they do well).
Everyone had a good breakfast and enjoyed visiting with other members
who took the time and effort to be there in crummy weather. Larry Palguta passed
around a printed poster and an illustration of the lapel pin for the car show. Keith
Wishmeier handed out copies of a detailed itinerary for the May 5th Spring Drive to
Grand Rapids, MI. After much visiting and updating each other on what’s
happening in our busy lives, we all left for other Saturday activities at a time when
there was little if any rain.
The May 16th monthly meeting will be a dinner at Monroe’s Crossing which
is a couple of miles northwest of New Carlisle, IN. Hopefully we will have better
and warmer weather, and it will be at a later time in the day. Be reminded that the
restaurant is about 1 mile west of the time zone line. Dinner is at 6:30 PM EDT
which is 5:30 PM CDT. Eastern members will benefit by gaining an hour of time
when we get to the restaurant.
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Stan Glanders, Keith Wishmeier, Paul Noeth, Mike Scullion, Vicky Bloom, Gail Noeth, Mary
Wishmeier, and Bev & Randy Glanders make their breakfast selections
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