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About Michiana Brits

Find us online at:

UPCOMING EVENTS

www.michianabrits.com
This car club is open to
lovers and/or owners of
British cars. All paid
members receive this
monthly newsletter as
part of their annual dues.

and on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/MichianaBrits-Car-Club-164771726997939

Next Board meeting is
Weds., May 5 at

7:30pm EST

Newsletter
Submissions
Members are encouraged
to submit articles and
photos for publication to
the Newsletter Editor at
vbloom01@sbcglobal.net
You may also submit
material for the newsletter
to the Club president
online, through mail, or in
person at a general club
meeting.
The newsletter’s deadline
is the 20th of the month.
Material is subject to
editorial revision.
Opinions expressed are
those of the authors and
do not necessarily reflect
those of the 2020
Michiana Brits, Ltd.,
British Car Enthusiasts.

via Zoom
Contact Mike Scullion
for a Zoom invitation

Sat., May 15
Spring Drive
See FLYER below

NKP 1415 Motorcar
at the Hoosier Valley Railroad
Museum

Seeking articles and
photos for the
newsletter!
Please send to
vbloom01@sbcglobal.net
Thanks.
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2021 Michiana Brits Proposed Event Calendar

Month

Date

Event

January

6

7:30 pm EST Board meeting via Zoom.

February

3
13

7:30 pm EST Board meeting via Zoom.
10:00 am EST Breakfast Meeting via Zoom.

March

3
13

7:30 pm EST Board meeting via Zoom.
10:00 am EST Breakfast Meeting via Zoom.

April

7
10

7:30 pm EST Board meeting via Zoom.
10:00 am EST Breakfast Meeting via Zoom.

May

5
15

7:30 pm EST Board meeting via Zoom.
Spring drive! See details in the newsletter!

June

2
1-4
27

7:30 pm EST Board meeting via Zoom.
*British V8 2021 in Auburn, IN
Tentative Michiana Brits car show.

July

7
10, 11

August

4
21

7:30 pm EST Board meeting via Zoom.
*Woodward Dream Cruise, Woodward Ave, Detroit

September

1
4

7:30 pm EST Board meeting via Zoom.
8 to 10 am EST - Cars and Coffee - Studebaker Museum

October

6

7:30 pm EST Board meeting via Zoom.

November

3

7:30 pm EST Board meeting via Zoom.

7:30 pm EST Board meeting via Zoom.
*Mad Dogs at the Gilmore Museum, Hickory Corners.

December
1
7:30 pm EST Board meeting via Zoom.
Notes: *Not a Michiana Brits Event. Enjoy at your own leisure.
Watch this schedule each month for changes.
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Membership report: 76 members
Welcome Samuel (“Gus”) and Cheryl Reed, Fremont, IN
Future LBC – Triumph TR6

Hello Everyone,
Our latest Zoom breakfast meeting on April 10 was a success. We held a brief
meeting and discussed upcoming get-togethers. The first chance for a drive and
socializing will be Saturday, May 15. The details are included in Larry’s email from
April 17 and in this newsletter. It should be fun. Thanks again to Philip Wiltshire for
all his work putting this drive together. I look forward to seeing many of you there.
Our meeting also included a little fun. We had a quiz on recognizing international
road signs. This was supplemented with a Canadian road sign quiz. Larry Palguta
won the international test since I disqualified Philip Wiltshire because of, well, just
because. Bill Barge won the Canadian sign quiz. Thanks to Dick Birch for supplying
the international road sign quiz and to Vicki Bloom for putting together the Canadian
sign test.
Another item of news involves the Studebaker National Museum in South Bend. They
have invited our club to participate again in their Cars and Coffee monthly car show.
The show is a recurring event during the warmer months at the museum. It is held
the first Saturday of each month from 8 to 10 am. We are scheduled for the
September 4 show. This is Labor Day weekend. We had over 20 Brits show up for
the 2019 show and the museum was very pleased with the turnout. Let’s see if we
can beat that number.
Finally, I’d like to give a shout out to the Shumakers, Tom and Debbie, for managing
our club’s Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/Michiana-Brits-Car-Club164771726997939).
Please take a look and add your favorite photos to share with our members. Vicki
shared a funny video – take a look!
Cheers,
Mike
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1. Treasurer’s Report (Paul): No change from last month (he is SO busy!)
2. Newsletter (Vicki): Send articles and pics
3. Facebook (Deb and Tom): Please post!!!!
4. 2021 Activities (everyone):
a. See May flyer
b. Studebaker Museum contacted Mike about a September Coffee and Donuts –
our club was the most successful one they held!
5. Car show: Larry to meet with new foodservice provider; late April is probably the cutoff date for deciding
6. Monthly Zoom meeting: Sat, April 10th at 10am
7. Board Zoom meeting: Wed, May 5th at 7:30pm

President: Mike Scullion
Phone: 574-252-0511
Email: mlscullion01@gmail.com

Treasurer: Paul Noeth
Phone: 574-274-2842
Email: pnoeth@gmail.com

Secretary: Larry Palguta
Phone: 574-288-3923
Email: palguta@sbcglobal.net

Activities: Philip Wiltshire
Phone: 248-676-0986
Email: pwiltshire@lci.com

Communications: Vicki Bloom
Phone: 574-252-0511
Email:
vbloom01@sbcglobal.net

Membership: Herm Marrese
Phone: 574-360-4938
Email: hmarrese@comcast.net
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Member at large: Richard
Birch
Phone: 336-309-3847
Email: birchtr6@gmail.com

SPRING FLING May15
Join us for a south west run to Kersting’s Cycle Museum…and then
a train ride on the Hoosier Valley Railroad!

Bring your own picnic for lunch at the railroad.
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• Rally point at Maxi’s Food & Spirit Barn, 114 Ireland Rd, South
Bend, IN, 46614 (Coffee/bio facilities nearby) - EVERY TIME IS
EASTERN!!!
• Depart the Maxi’s Barn at 10:00am
• Arrive at Kersting’s Motorcycle Museum at 11:30am ($5 admission)
• Leave for North Judson (Hoosier Valley Railroad) at 12:30 pm
***Note that North Judson is on Central Time - take care!!***
• Picnic near to the railroad at 1:15pm
• Board the train at 2:30pm ($10 per rider)
• Train ride at 3pm for 45 minutes, round trip back to North Judson
• (photo opportunity for us with the Train??)
• Head for home at 4pm. Arrive home at 5:30pm.

Thank you Bob Rowland for alerting us to this article.
MG’s latest concept is an electric roadster, but production chances appear slim for a few reasons.
Click on the link to read more. In the meantime, check out these pics:
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See related article about Triumph Stag and Morgan EV conversions

Fix your British Car Door Lock (video)

The name Wilmot-Breeden may not be on the tip of the tongue of every British car fan, but perhaps
it should be, as the firm was a major supplier of many parts to many players in the industry.
Carl Breeden, born in 1891 in Birmingham and said to be a somewhat notable cricket player as a
young man, joined the Wilmot company in the early 1920s. Makers of a radiator-topping
temperature gauge called the Calometer, Wilmot employed around 200 people at the time. In 1914,
he married Hilda, the daughter of Harry Lucas, son of the founder of Lucas Industries.
By 1927, Breeden had worked his way up to become a partner, and the company was renamed
Wilmot-Breeden. By then, the product had also been renamed Calormeter, apparently at the
request of the Autovac company, whose gas gauge was named Galometer.
With the burgeoning auto industry in the Birmingham area, Wilmot-Breeden added many other
components to its product line, perhaps most notably bumpers. Showing the depth of its
involvement in the industry, a 1932 advertisement lists Wilmot bumpers for Armstrong Siddeley,
Austin, Humber, Jowett, Morris Minor, Riley, Rover, Singer, Standard, Sunbeam and Triumph
automobiles. The ad mentions not only the Birmingham headquarters, but also locations in
London, Dublin, Belfast and Manchester.
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But bumpers and Calormeters were hardly
Wilmot-Breeden's complete line of products.
The company also supplied window
regulators, luggage and roof racks, ashtrays,
hubcaps and full wheel covers, door handles,
steering and ignition locks, as well as various
switches. And many British carmakers used
at least one line of Wilmot-Breeden products,
if not many of them.
As the British motor industry rebounded in
the years following World War II, WilmotBreeden's fortunes followed. The company
went public in 1949, ostensibly to assist in
the acquisition of other companies, such as the Accessory Developments company, which
manufactured metal products. Carl Breeden died in 1951, at age 60, leaving control of his company
to two of his sons, Miles and David, who would continue to run the firm for some time.
Owners of British cars may recognize the name Wilmot-Breeden on various parts, or they may even
recognize the names of various subsidiary companies that were once part of one of the largest
suppliers to the country's auto industry. Union-branded keys come to mind as just one of the many
components and brand names that once flew under the umbrella of Wilmot-Breeden.
Excerpted from article by Terry Shea in the November 2015 issue of Hemmings Sports and Exotics

Who is the person who designed the Mini Cooper? His name was Sir Alexander Arnold
Constantine Issigonis, CBE, FRS, RDI. His Greek name was Αλέξανδρος Αρνόλδος Κωνσταντίνος
Ισηγόνης. Issigonis was born on November 18, 1906 in Smyrna, Asia Minor, which was once home
to a thriving Greek community. His grandfather Demosthenis, who had migrated to Smyrna from
the island of Paros in the 1830s, acquired British nationality through his work for the British-built
Smyrna-Aydın Railway. Therefore, when Alec’s father, Constantine Issigonis, was born in Smyrna in
1872, he was also a British national. As a young man, Constantine was sent to England to study,
and he later married Hulda Prokopp, the daughter of a wealthy German brewer in Smyrna.
In September of 1922, the days of the Great Fire of Smyrna and the massacre of Greeks by the
Turks, the Issigonis family was evacuated to Malta by the British Royal Marines since they were
British subjects. Constantine died later during that fateful year, and Alec and his mother moved to
England in 1923. Issigonis then studied engineering at Battersea Polytechnic in London. Since he
failed his mathematics exams three times, he decided to enter the University of London External
Programme to complete his university education.
After university, Issigonis entered the motor industry as an engineer and designer, working for
Humber. He also successfully competed in the sport of motor racing during the 1930s and 1940s.
After racing with a supercharged “Ulster” Austin Seven, later fitting it with a front axle of his own
design, the engineer landed a job at Austin.
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In 1936, Issigonis moved to Morris Motors Limited at Cowley, beginning work on designing an
independent front suspension system for the “Morris 10.” He worked on various projects for Morris
during his years there, and after the war he began work on an advanced automobile codenamed
“Mosquito.” This became the beloved “Morris Minor,” which was produced from 1948 until 1971.
At the end of 1955, Issigonis was recruited into the British Motor Corporation (BMC), a merger of
the Austin and Morris firms, and he worked at the Austin plant at Longbridge. There, Issigonis was
tasked with designing family and mid-size automobiles. However, at the end of 1956, Issigonis was
ordered to build a smaller car as quickly as possible as a result of the fuel rationing brought about
by the Suez Crisis. By early 1957, prototypes of the revolutionary new vehicle were already in the
making. In August 1959 the car was launched as the “Morris Mini Minor” and the “Austin Seven,”
which soon became known as the “Austin Mini.” In later years, the car would become simply known

as “the Mini.

”

The Mini went on to become the best-selling British car in history, with a production run of 5.3
million cars. It was a groundbreaking design, with its front-wheel drive, transverse engine, sump
gearbox, 10-inch wheels, and incredible space efficiency. The beloved auto remained in production
until 2000 and has been the inspiration for almost all the small front-wheel drive cars which have
ever come into production after it.
In 1961, with the Mini gaining in popularity, Issigonis was promoted to be the Technical Director of
BMC. He designed other models for Austin and Morris, but the rising costs of vehicle manufacturing
and service warranties made him turn to research his Mini replacement 9X, with its compact
transverse engine.
In the 1964 Queen’s Birthday Honors, Issigonis was named a Commander of the Order of the
British Empire in recognition of his role as Technical Director of the British Motor Corporation. As
part of the Queen’s Birthday Honors for 1969, he was appointed a Knight Bachelor in recognition of
his role as Technical Director of British Leyland Motor Corporation Ltd., allowing him to be known
thereafter as Sir Alexander Arnold Constantine Issigonis. On July 22, 1969, Issigonis was knighted
by Queen Elizabeth II during a ceremony at Buckingham Palace.
Page 9 of 16

Issigonis’ contemporaries in the world of automobile design nicknamed him “The Greek god.” While
he is most famous for his creation of the Mini, he was actually most proud of his involvement in the
design of the Morris Minor. He considered it to be a vehicle that combined many of the luxuries and
conveniences of a good motor car with a price suitable for working classes — in contrast to the
spartan Miniate Mini, however, is one of the emblems of British manufacturing, and is definitely a
symbol of Britain itself, as recognizable as Big Ben or Buckingham Palace.
Sir Alec officially retired from the motor industry in 1971, although his love for automobiles led him
to continue working until shortly before his death, which occurred on October 2, 1988 at his home
in Edgartown, Birmingham.
From website: https://greekreporter.com/2021/04/06/greek-designer-iconic-british-mini-car/

The Reliant Robin has only three wheels,
two at the back and one at the front. This
car was the second most popular fiberglass
car in history, and Reliant was the second
biggest UK-owned car manufacturer for a
period of time. The Reliant Motor Company
in Tamworth, England, produced the
Reliant Robin over a 30-year period, offering
several different versions. First
manufactured in 1973, the MK1 Robin was
well received because of its good design and
affordable price tag.
In 2000, the final Reliant Robin was
produced and was given away by The Sun
newspaper in a Valentine’s Day competition
in 2001. Reliant three-wheelers are often the butt of jokes in British culture and the Reliant Robin
has even been affectionately nicknamed the ‘Plastic Pig’ because of its distinctive shape. The most
famous Reliant vehicle is probably the iconic little yellow van used by DeBoy Trotter in Only Fools
and Horses.

Terrific Trip to Traverse Tales Told
(highly shortened version)
by Larry Palguta

PART 1
The Michiana Brits British Car Club is synonymous with four day Fall Tour drives. For
this year (2013), the 17th consecutive Fall Tour, the Brits headed up to the far northern part of
Michigan's lower peninsula to visit Traverse City. September 12th - 15th turned out to be three
beautiful days and one overcast misty day for our drive home.
The Brits met just west of Niles, MI at JD's Truck Stop for a good filling breakfast.
Randy and Bev Glanders (Spitfire), Keith Wishmeier (Spitfire), Bob and Mary Petersen
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(MGB), Larry and Deb Palguta (MGB), Mike and Carol Montgomery (Jaguar), Roger and Ruth
Deacon (MGB/GT) discussed the route with Fall Tour leaders Tom and Debbie Shumaker
(TR7). The group headed up Red Bud Trail through Buchanan, past St. Joseph, through
Coloma and Covert and past Holland and Grand Rapids to the small town of Grant, MI. Bob
Petersen's trip experience began with jumping out of his MGB twice in Buchanan to push spark
plug wires back into place – one of the wires on the distributor had wiggled loose. Later, Randy
had to backtrack a bit to retrieve a wayward hub cap. The high was in the mid-70's with low
humidity and sunny skies – fantastic top down driving all the way to Traverse City.
Located on Route 37 in Grant is the Old Iron Bar and Grill. Decked out with banners
claiming “Bikers Welcome!”; the old wooden building might have seemed imposing to some
travelers, but not to the Brits. Everything is fresh and made to order on site – no frozen

ingredients, etc. No typical bar food in this establishment, and a lot of customers who probably
have never been near a bike. This is a MUST-STOP eatery for travelers headed up Route 37.
We headed on up Route 31 to a bio & gas stop on the south side of Baldwin.
Old Iron Bar & Grill, Grant, MI
When we were ready to leave, the Petersens discovered a flat front tire. While Bob quickly
changed the tire and the guys supervised, and the ladies kept their distance, everyone took this
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as one of those minor inconveniences of a long trip. Unfortunately for the Petersens, we were
dead wrong.
We arrived in Traverse City by dinner time and most of the group checked in at the
AmericInn. The first evening's dinner was just about 75 yards down the street toward the
Quality Inn. The Red Mesa restaurant specializes in South American cuisine of a wide variety.
After a few margheritas and beers, everyone was in fine spirits and enjoying very good meals.
Friday morning most of the party ate at the hotel and then left about 9:30 AM for the
Hagerty Garage. This turned out to be a fabulous tour of an incredible collection of cars, with
an employee Randy explaining the purpose of the garage. Hagerty rotates their employees –
from receptionists to phone personnel to claims people - through their garage where they are
taught some of the basics of an engine, and then participate in the rebuild/restoration of a
vehicle. It can be a vehicle from the early 1900's to more recent classic cars - we saw a 1956
Corvette just restored from the ravages of Hurricane Sandy, and their orange Camaro rebuilt
after a front end collision.

1956 Corvette restored from Hurricane Sandy damage

Also on display were vehicles ranging from a model of the first car built in the late 1800's
by Mercedes to several classics waiting to be restored from Hurricane Sandy. (Hurricane Sandy
soaked in salt water three airfields of cars!). Thus, Hagerty has people who can speak some
level of “gear head” when people call about insurance – and it has helped their business
significantly.
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Employee Randy describes the Mercedes replica at the Hagerty Garage
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Hagerty Vehicles on Display
The group decided to head up Mission Peninsula to see the Mission Point Light House
and the Old Mission. Bob Petersen continued to have flat tire problems with his wire wheels,
so he and Mary had a mid-afternoon appointment at Discount Tire. The rest of the gang headed
up the peninsula. The Mission Point Light House is located on the 45 th Parallel (½ way
between the equator and the north pole) and is a pleasant spot to visit after a short drive. We
found the Old Mission which is not easy; unfortunately it is just a replica located about 100
yards from the Old Mission General Store. We all headed back down the peninsula for a late
lunch and a little relaxation.
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Chateau Chantal, Mission Peninsula Old Light House, dam at Leland
On M37 (aka Center Road), we stopped at the Bad Dog Deli for a quick lunch. We
turned off M37 and headed uphill to Chateau Chantal to enjoy the view of both the East and
West Arms of the Grand Traverse Bay. The views were indeed spectacular on a sunny Friday,
and the winery an enjoyable stop before the later afternoon and weekend crowds arrive. After
numerous tastings of the wine selections and a few purchases, the group headed back down
M37 to their hotels for a little relaxation before dinner.
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Brits at the Chateau Chantal Winery
The evening's dinner was at Sue's J&S Hamburg Restaurant – a small restaurant in a little
strip mall on the west side of Traverse City. The Petersen's had apparently solved the leaky tire
problem with a new set of four tires, and joined us for dinner. The fish special dishes were
good and all had a relaxing end of the day meal.
Part II next month
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