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About Michiana Brits

Find us online at:

UPCOMING EVENTS

www.michianabrits.com
This car club is open to
lovers and/or owners of
British cars. All paid
members receive this
monthly newsletter as
part of their annual dues.

and on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/MichianaBrits-Car-Club-164771726997939

Next Board meeting is
June 2, 7:30 EST
via Zoom

Newsletter
Submissions

Contact Mike Scullion
for a Zoom invitation

Members are encouraged
to submit articles and
photos for publication to
the Newsletter Editor at
vbloom01@sbcglobal.net
You may also submit
material for the newsletter
to the Club president
online, through mail, or in
person at a general club
meeting.
The newsletter’s deadline
is the 20th of the month.
Material is subject to
editorial revision.
Opinions expressed are
those of the authors and
do not necessarily reflect
those of the 2020
Michiana Brits, Ltd.,
British Car Enthusiasts.

SAVE THE DATE

The Annual
Michiana Brits
Car Show
is back on!
Great turnout for the May
15th drive!

Sunday
June 27th

25 total cars / 22 British cars
Seeking articles and
photos for the
newsletter!
Please send to
vbloom01@sbcglobal.net
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From Portage, IN - Owner of a 1979 MGB

From Decatur, IN - Owner of a 1973 MGB

(Kai Shepherd’s sister & brother in-law)
From Clayton, MD – Owner of a 1976 Triumph TR6; a 1967 MGB;
and a 1952 Bentley Special

79 memberships (144 members)
Don’t have a name tag? Contact Herm at hmarrese@comcast.net

p.s. There are more pictures on our Facebook site!
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Kersting’s World of Motorcycles Museum in Winamac, IN
This family owned museum is adjacent to the Kersting’s Cycle Center, which first opened in
1962. Jim Kersting first began collecting motorcycles in 1967 with a 1931 Indian 4 cylinder.

First motorcycle
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Check out Herm with her new
motorcycle dude!

Then our group headed to the Hoosier Valley Railroad Museum in North Judson,
Situated near the former junction of the Erie, PRR, C&O
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Bird nesting on the train!
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June 27, 2021
County & Saint Mary’s College mask rules apply

Page 6 of 20

2021 Michiana Brits Proposed Event Calendar

Month

Date

Event

January

6

7:30 pm EST Board meeting via Zoom.

February

3
13

7:30 pm EST Board meeting via Zoom.
10:00 am EST Breakfast Meeting via Zoom.

March

3
13

7:30 pm EST Board meeting via Zoom.
10:00 am EST Breakfast Meeting via Zoom.

April

7
10

7:30 pm EST Board meeting via Zoom.
10:00 am EST Breakfast Meeting via Zoom.

May

5
15

7:30 pm EST Board meeting via Zoom.
Spring drive! See details in the newsletter!

June

2
1-4
12
27

7:30 pm EST Board meeting via Zoom.
*British V8 2021 in Auburn, IN
Tentative breakfast.
2021 Michiana Brits car show!

July

7
10, 11

August

4
21

7:30 pm EST Board meeting via Zoom.
*Woodward Dream Cruise, Woodward Ave, Detroit

September

1
4

7:30 pm EST Board meeting via Zoom.
8 to 10 am EST - Cars and Coffee - Studebaker Museum

October

6

7:30 pm EST Board meeting via Zoom.

November

3

7:30 pm EST Board meeting via Zoom.

December

1

7:30 pm EST Board meeting via Zoom.

7:30 pm EST Board meeting via Zoom.
*Mad Dogs at the Gilmore Museum, Hickory Corners.
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Notes: *Not a Michiana Brits Event. Enjoy at your own leisure.
Watch this schedule each month for changes.

Hello Everyone,
What a great success our drive on May 15 was! We had 25 cars, driving in several
groups, that all met up at Kersting’s World of Motorcycles Museum. We enjoyed the
museum and admired many generations of classic motorcycles. We then headed over
to the Hoosier Valley Railroad for a picnic and train ride. Thanks again to Philip
Wiltshire for all his work putting this drive together. We finally had a chance to
really socialize with one another. If you weren’t able to attend the drive, museum
visit, picnic, and train ride, check out our club’s Facebook page for photos of the
event.
The post-vaccinated world looks like we’ll have a reasonable return to normalcy this
year. If you’re not vaccinated yet, I highly recommend it. The freedom is great.
Because so many Brits are now vaccinated, we are starting to plan events to fill the
rest of the year. You should have received, or be receiving soon, your application for
this year’s car show. As always, CDC and local Health Board guidelines will be
followed.
Finally, we are in the planning stage of a fall tour. Remember those? A nice 4-day trip
in the beginning of fall. Stay tuned.
Cheers,
Mike

1. Treasurer’s Report (Paul): 79 memberships (144 members), including two new
members!
2. Facebook (Deb and Tom): Please post!!!!
3. Tax update (Larry): Annual Federal and State Revenue filings are done.
4. VTR chapter membership (Dick): 8 have signed up; need 10.
5. Annual Car Show update (Larry): The show is on! Larry met with new food
service provider. The clubhouse where the food and bathrooms are located will
be limited to 30 people. We will need to monitor this, especially from 11-1.
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Lapel pin design updated. There will be no door prizes, silent auction, kids
craft table, or early coffee & donuts this year. There will be no limit on the
number of cars. Flyer will be sent out shortly.
We will need “all hands on deck” to help. Aye Aye Captain Larry!
6. 2021 Activities (All):
a. Breakfast TBD – June 12 – Perkins in Elkhart?
b. Phil is arranging a trip to Mad Dogs on July 10-11 that will include a
visit to a private collection of cars.
7. Board Zoom meeting: Wed, June 2, 7:30pm.

President: Mike Scullion
Phone: 574-252-0511
Email: mlscullion01@gmail.com

Treasurer: Paul Noeth
Phone: 574-274-2842
Email: pnoeth@gmail.com

Secretary: Larry Palguta
Phone: 574-288-3923
Email: palguta@sbcglobal.net

Activities: Philip Wiltshire
Phone: 248-676-0986
Email: pwiltshire@lci.com

Communications: Vicki Bloom
Phone: 574-252-0511
Email:
vbloom01@sbcglobal.net

Membership: Herm Marrese
Phone: 574-360-4938
Email: hmarrese@comcast.net

Member at large: Richard
Birch
Phone: 336-309-3847
Email: birchtr6@gmail.com
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Expert: Joe Curto
Triumphs have long used Zenith Stromberg carburetors; the TR4A first had them in 1965. When U.S. emissions
came into play in 1968, however, Zenith went to the dark side and came up with the CDSE type. These carbs were
much maligned and disliked, but in truth they were pretty trouble-free.
The carburetor pistons aren’t adjustable, so the only way to change the fuel mixture is to lower the jet. The early
cars from around 1967-’71 had the jet set below the bridge by about 0.085-0.095 inch. Unfortunately, with modern
gas this setting does not provide enough fuel.
I find that setting the jet to the later dimension of 0.125 inch below the bridge helps to remove a lean surge at speed.
You want to use professional tools to move the jets since you don’t want to distort the shape of the orifice. There’s
also an adjustable jet conversion available that fits all the CDSE-type carburetors for both 0.100 and 0.090 jets.
The later 1972-’76 carburetors have an adjustable metering needle. To identify a carburetor with an adjustable
piston, look for two notches found across from each other on the steel tube that serves as the damper oil reservoir.
This is where the special tool mounts.
The later carburetor pistons from an XJ6 Jag, V12 Jag, Lotus, Jensen, etc., will fit and are a common and relatively
easy-to-obtain improvement. You’ll also have to either source adjustable versions of the metering needle or swap
the adjuster tops of the old needles over to the original needles.
The old carburetor oil recommendation was ATF–auto transmission oil. The TR250 uses a B2Y metering needle,
and the TR6 uses a B1AF metering needle. The number is stamped on the top shank of the needle; to find it, pull it
down against the spring. The TR250 needle is richer than the B1AF, so fitting them will again help on the lean surge
issue. However, they’re usually nonadjustable, so you have to change the tops if using them on adjustable pistons.
Sometimes these cars get a high idle–1200-2000 rpm–which cannot be controlled by the idle screw. The usual
suspect is a unit called the throttle bypass assembly, which is located on the right-hand side of the carb when the
unit is viewed with the air intake toward the rear. The throttle bypass assembly is an emissions control piece
designed to keep the engine speeds high during shifting.
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For test purposes, you can turn the adjusting screw counterclockwise–to do so, pop off the brass plug on the end of
the unit. If this causes the rpm to drop to a controllable level, then the throttle bypass assembly needs to be rebuilt.
Rebuild kits are available.
If the engine is running too lean, check out the temperature compensator. It can be found under a long plastic cover,
just in front of the bypass assembly. This is also a do-not-touch item. It features a bimetallic strip that has a plunger
at one end. When properly adjusted, this device opens and changes the “depression” in the throat of the carb under
high-temperature conditions, dropping the piston and thus leaning out the mixture. Once the under-hood
temperatures return to normal, the temperature compensator returns to the closed position.
The temperature compensator commonly goes out of adjustment on its own, defaulting to the open position and
causing a lean condition. Previous owners and mechanics have been known to mangle it and disable it.
A lean mixture can also be caused by an open idle trim screw. This is a horizontal brass screw found near the
temperature compensator that’s only supposed to be open during the car’s first 1000 miles.
If you find yourself with a hard-starting car that runs very rich once the choke is off, it’s possible that the choke
assembly has been disassembled and then reassembled incorrectly.
The choke unit is located on the left side of the carb. To check the choke’s operation, remove the unit and hold the
mounting lugs in the 12 and 6 o’clock positions. The series of holes on the rotary disc should be in the 3 and 9
o’clock positions on the 6 o’clock side.
If the holes are located at the 12 o’clock position–aka the “on” position–then you’ll get a rich mixture even though the
choke cable is in the closed position. A disc that’s corroded or not flat can also lead to rich running. On most Zeniths
there’s a knurled screw on the choke housing: This is the summer/winter screw. A quarter-turn one way lengthens
the screw; a quarter-turn the other way shortens it and thus changes the travel of the cam, which makes the choke
setting richer or leaner.
Unlike the choke housings in the XKE and other cars, the TR6’s have a weep hole for some reason. There have
been complaints of dripping fuel from this hole. I assume this is residual fuel draining out of the choke housing. I
have used the non-drilled housings to solve the issue.

My MG-TD and my first car
By Robert Rowland
I do not remember much about my first car but the attached photo shows me, when I was two years old, at the
steering wheel in the side yard of our house in Syracuse, NY. My next car was a bit bigger but the foot pedals
were still close together. It was an MG-TD. The closely-spaced clutch and brake pedals and roller gas pedal
were a perfect fit for my very narrow ‘AAA’ width feet. Growing up, I remember my Mom complaining about
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the expense of shoes to fit my narrow feet were always from expensive brands. Narrow feet allowed, however,
had an advantage. They allowed me learn to heel and toe the pedals in the TD.
The impetus for obtaining that MG came in 1956, shortly after our family moved from Syracuse to San Diego,
CA. Dad decided that he and I should attend the sports car races at the nearby Torrey Pines race course. From
that day I knew that I wanted to buy a sports car. The only make that I saw racing at Torrey Pines that I could
afford on my part-time salary was an MG. In the fall of 1957 I purchased a used MG. The Navy officer who
sold me the MG had modified it for his diminutive wife by cutting off the running boards to make it easier for
her to get in and out of the car. He also armored the MG with oversized bumpers, as the attached photo shows.
At the time, I purchased the MG, I could not drive it home as I did not have a driver’s license. I took the road
test in my Dad’s Dodge and passed on my second time around. The MG-TD was a 1952 model and had 54.4
horsepower, see attached photo. Even then, the MG was not a powerhouse on a straight freeway but on smooth
twisty back roads it was a truly fun car to drive and to learn four wheel drifts.
I was majoring in geology at San Diego State College and drove the MG on our class field trips. Often to get to
the remote rock outcrops, high-centered dirt roads were a challenge. I do not remember getting stuck in
California’s deep desert sand and needing to get towed out, but it must have happened. I clearly remember the
time I over-revved the engine pulling out into freeway traffic and an exhaust valve head broke off its stem and
rattled around in the cylinder chamber. The “Pit Stop” garage where the car was towed made a serviceable and
student affordable repair and I was on the road again.
In 1961, I drove the MG to the University of Colorado in Boulder to take a required field geology course. This
was before Interstate highways and US route 6 crossed over Loveland Pass at 11,900 feet. I had to stop several
times, during the climb, to fiddle with the SU carburetor jets so they would continue to work as the altitude
increased and the air became “thinner”. After the field class, while driving back to San Diego, I fell asleep and
the MG came to an abrupt end on a bridge abutment in Utah. I sold the wreck to Moss Motors who specialized
in foreign cars in Goleta, CA.
Memories of that MG came to my rescue several years later when I published one of my graduate student
papers “Evolution of the MG”. The article was inspired by my 1958 Morgan +4. The Morgan was produced
year after year unchanged in design or manufacture. While the MG line had changed, that is evolved over the
years, from the T-series to A’s. I have had quite a few cars since that MG-TD and I have driven on every
continent and across the US several times, but the influence of red paint, manual transmissions and two doors
and heeling and toeing has stayed with me.
Left: In 1940, Bob Rowland at 2 years old in his “first” car, with a solar clothes drier overhead.
Right: In 1960, my MG-TD on my way to work as Scripps Institution of Oceanography in La Jolla CA.

Page 12 of 20

Note: The Michiana Brits Newsletters of April 2020 and November 2017 contained references to the Torrey
Pines trip and the MG publication.
Bob also submitted this key picture is based on the
article from the last newsletter!
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Why do Brits drive on the left? p.s. it has to do
with swords!

Bristol Plots Comeback with Electric Buccaneer

Terrific Trip to Traverse Tales Told
by Larry Palguta

PART 2
Saturday morning was to start with a visit to Coffee & Cars at MFD Classic Motors, a
vehicle restoration business near the west side of the airport. Inside their very large facility was
an amazing number of cars either on display, in the restoration process, or for sale. We were
treated to custom brewed coffee and scones and rolls and popcorn and the freedom to go
everywhere in the facility. We saw a Glasser, Morgans, TR6, MGBs, all kinds of classic
American cars and more cars than we can recall. One of the restorations had every nut and bolt
shined or painted and the asking price was only $67,000! There was such a variety of vehicles
the event turned out to be a real treat for everyone.
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Custom coffee, scones, rolls and TR6 for enjoyment
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Only one aisle of the huge MFD indoor facility

Perfect and Pricey Vehicles
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After the visit to MFD, the group headed down to a public beach parking area where for
posterity we photographed the cars and drivers. The Petersens then headed for home (and a
NASCAR chase event to attend on Sunday), one driver headed to Cadillac to visit a friend, the
Montgomerys went to visit with their hosts, and the remaining four cars headed out to drive the
Leelanau Peninsula.
We headed up the Leelanau Peninsula on M22 which snakes along the east coast of the
peninsula. Numerous large and small homes are located at the edge of the west arm of Grand
Traverse Bay. Quaint towns such as Suttons Bay are still fairly busy with tourists after the
Labor Day weekend. We cut west across the peninsula to the little town of Leland and its
historic Old Fishtown. The town is very small and picturesque, with lots of shops to wonder
into and several restaurants to visit for a relaxing meal. We enjoyed a casual lunch at one of the
eateries and then took off on foot to visit shops and sightseeing. Just beyond and next to the
small dam that spills Lake Leelanau water into Lake Michigan, is Old Fishtown. Old Fishtown
is a set of wharves that support small buildings previously used by the fishermen who lived in
this area. Most small buildings are now shops selling nautical and local items. The pier area
still berths a Coast Guard rescue boat and some large private boats.

Leland's Old Fishtown wharf by lake waterway
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Old Fishtown shops
Leaving Leland, we took several routes along the west shore of Lake Leelanau to M72
east back to the west side of Traverse City. On the west side and next to the lake, were several
large tents hosting the Taste of Traverse City. The Taste activities were all contained in a
fenced area in which were the tents – so we skipped it. A short distance away was downtown
Traverse City with blocks of stores and shops along Front Street. Plenty of public parking for
our LBCs, and we took off in separate groups for a couple of hours of shopping. Roger Deacon
and myself found a large seating area along Front Street, where we sat down and waited for
everyone's shopping to run its course. Eventually Debbie and Tom Shumaker stopped by for a
rest, and Debbie texted the Petersen's to see how they were doing on their drive home. Not so
good she reported – a tire had again gone flat and the small compressor would not pump up the
spare tire. So they called their insurance company (Hagerty) for a tow truck. The tow truck
arrived and lifted them for their ride back to South Bend. But not before Hagerty picked up
their allotted mileage for the tow truck and Discount Tire covered the rest of the mileage. And
Mary got on her iPhone and located some attractive Victoria British 8-spoke alloy wheels to
replace the wire wheels, which spelled the eventual end of their wire wheel problems.
The evening meal was decided upon by popular acclaim, and it was at the Jonathan B.
Pub which has “English Pub Fare with a Modern Flair”. The Pub is located in the Grand
Traverse Mall and it took only one circumnavigation to locate it at the back of the Mall
buildings. The meal was a good one and the wide selection of ales and beers made it even
better. The Montgomery's hosts joined us for dinner and snapped a photo of our group.
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Brits at Jonathan B. Pub, our LBC's at Grand Traverse Bay
Sunday September 15th was a cloudy, overcast day for our drive home from Traverse
City. After the group had breakfast at various locations, our caravan of six cars headed out with
one last look at Lake Michigan as we headed for our turn at Three mile Road. The drive was
uneventful until about after an hour Roger Deacon's 1971 MGB/GT suddenly acceleration
problems. The car would not drive above about 50 mph even with the accelerator pressed to the
floor. Roger had lost the gas cap at a gas station the prior evening, and speculation was there
might be a pressure problem. After a couple of minutes, the car started and drove OK for a
while until the problem reoccurred. So we tried duct tape over the fuel opening, installing my
gas cap on Roger's car, none of which worked. When the car labored again, we pulled off the
highway to a small gas station near a Wal-Mart where Roger looked, unsuccessfully, for a gas
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cap. The guys looked over the car and decided to install a new fuel filter. When the old plastic
filter was removed, all could see that on the backside was a layer of sediment and the gas was
colored dark red. In 2012, Roger bought the MGB/GT after it had set in a garage for 24 years.
Even though he drained the gas tank that was full, apparently there was much more sediment
that got pumped through the fuel system and slowly built up in the filter. Once a new filter was
installed, the problem was, at least temporarily, fixed.
Not too much later we stopped for lunch at a Big Boy Restaurant. The advantage of a
four day trip is that eventually you will get to have dinner sitting next to or with the riders of
each car, and can get to know much more about them and they about you. The pre- and postlunch drive was through misty and sometimes light rain but not heavy enough to slow down the
driving. Down around Three Rivers, MI, cars began to peel off from the caravan and head to
their homes.
The Michiana Brits completed a 17th four day Fall Tour drive to a beautiful location with
lots of activities and sights to see. For those members who annually join the drive, the Fall
Tour has become a mini-vacation at the beginning of the Fall LBC driving season - free of the
summer time crowds, in our small cars and during usually spectacular early-Fall weather.
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