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About Michiana Brits

Find us online at:

UPCOMING EVENTS

www.michianabrits.com
This car club is open to
lovers and/or owners of
British cars. All paid
members receive this
monthly newsletter as part
of their annual dues.

Photos from a recent informal drive of
some members

Newsletter Submissions
Members are encouraged to
submit articles and photos
for publication to the
Newsletter Editor at
vbloom01@sbcglobal.net
You may also submit
material for the newsletter
to the Club president
online, through mail, or in
person at a general club
meeting.
The newsletter’s deadline is
the 20th of the month.
Material is subject to
editorial revision. Opinions
expressed are those of the
authors and do not
necessarily reflect those of
the 2020 Michiana Brits,
Ltd., British Car
Enthusiasts.

More on next page!
Pictures by Debra Shumaker and
Vicki Bloom

June 27th - 1st
Drive & Picnic of
2020 to Luhr Park!
Near LaPorte
Rally at 10:00 AM at
SW corner of Meijer's
parking lot, 3600
Portage Rd, South
Bend, IN (near
Cleveland Road). Bring
your own picnic
items, food, drinks,
lawn chairs, blankets,
etc. Luhr Park has a
water faucet, blacktop
paths, and restrooms.
RSVP to Larry Palguta:
palguta@sbcglobal.net

Save the date
Sunday, Aug. 16th
Members Annual Get
Together at Noon
Deacon’s Twin Lake
cottage, west of
Howe, IN

Next Board meeting
July 1, 7:30 via
Zoom
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Cameron Covert, Union Pier, MI
Car: 1955 MGTF

Submission #2

“Driving the MGB”

In the Ambassador

First ride in the MGB, May 16, 2019

Send your picture to Vicki Bloom
email at vbloom01@sbcglobal.net
or by text 951-660-1528
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Hello All,

Finally! This Saturday, June 27, we are going to have our first formal club drive of
the year. I hope everyone has seen Larry’s emails concerning the drive.
As noted on the front page, we will rendezvous at 10:00 AM on the southwest corner
of the parking lot of the Meijer's at 3600 Portage Road, South Bend, IN 46628. This
Meijer store is at the intersection of Cleveland Road and Portage Road on the
northwest side of South Bend. From there we will drive the back roads to Luhr Park
located south of LaPorte, IN.
We will be having a picnic together once at the park. I suggest bringing chairs or a
blanket for sitting as well as something to eat and drink. There should be ample room
for social distancing at the park. Please make sure you respond to Larry’s email if
you plan to attend. We don’t want to leave anyone behind.
Here are pictures of Luhr Park:

I hope this won’t be the first time for driving your LBC this year. Vicki and have made
multiple drives around our home since the weather warmed up. One drive included a
short, impromptu trip south to Potawatomi Wildlife Park for a picnic and socializing
(while social distancing) with several other Brits. It was a beautiful day and a good
time was had by all.
Happy Motoring,
Mike
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President: Mike Scullion
Phone: 574-252-0511
Email:
mlscullion01@gmail.com

Treasurer: Paul Noeth
Phone: 574-274-2842
Email: pnoeth@gmail.com

Secretary: Larry Palguta
Phone: 574-288-3923
Email:
palguta@sbcglobal.net

Activities: Philip Wiltshire
Phone: 248-676-0986
Email: pwiltshire@lci.com

Communications: Vicki Bloom
Phone: 574-252-0511
Email:
vbloom01@sbcglobal.net

Membership: Herm Marrese
Phone: 574-360-4938
Email:
hmarrese@comcast.net

Trip Coordinator: Keith Wishmeier
Phone: 574-250-6992
Email:
ckwishmeier@cs.com

1. Financial - bank account balance; one new member; 14 unpaid memberships – Paul
2. June Newsletter - send pics and articles – Vicki
3. Annual Car Show: cancelled, requested deposit be applied to 2023 show - Larry
4. Tech Session, Middlebury Public Library, on hold until fall or winter – Philip
5. Brits June Drive + Picnic update – Philip –
 Planning a drive at the end of June, possible to LaPorte where some members recently went
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Fall ideas: Hocking Hills and Sugar Creek, OH

6. Eastern Chapter – no updates from Dick Birch
8. Monthly Meetings/Dinners – none scheduled
9. Board Meetings: July 1st, 7:30 pm - online via Zoom (Vicki will send invite)

I have worked on British cars bringing them back to health for many years. The time
has come - age and health is beginning to affect me - since last October they found
cancer in my old body. I was given 3 shots in November just before leaving for Florida.
Since that time, I don’t have any get up and go. I can work about 4 hours and then I’m
done. Ruth is doing a better job than me.
Ruth has been in the house cleaning and throwing away things no longer needed. I
have been in the shop cleaning it up and throwing things away that are no longer
needed. Takes a lot of work getting the house and shop ready to sell. I’m thankful for
the help that has been helping me clean up.
I have been finding parts that I didn’t know that I had. I call the shop organized
clutter for things that I have found.
Some of the things that I have found:
 One 4 speed with overdrive that John Twist restored for me. It will fit
1970 to 1980 MGB.
 Two 4 speed transmissions. One fits 1970 to 1974. The other 1975 to
1980. Both have less than 40,000 miles on them.
 A V-6 Ford complete with the electronic controller to start the engine.
 A complete carburetor, intake and exhaust manifold to install in place of
the single Stromburg carburetor.
 All kinds of small car parts, gauges, tools, sand blaster cabinet, sand
blaster tank and equipment.
 One complete Triumph Stag engine that was disassembled, so is rust
free. Just needs to be rebuilt.
Last but not least Ruth and I are still planning on having the picnic at the lake. We
have had a serious discussion about selling the cottage. It has been in the family for
67 years and 4 generations. We are definitely keeping our Florida home.
Roger and Ruth Deacon ~

574-292-0004
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Ever hear of The Chiquita Mini?
Well, this “fun, snack sized baby banana” belongs to Jess and Norm Nelson who live in
Shasta, California.

The banana theme carries through inside and out, from the “Go bananas!” script on
the sides and hood of the car to the yellow and black interior. There are yellow LED
lights that glow on the undercarriage and yellow-ringed headlights that dance to
music (usually with some kind of banana or jungle theme, like “Banana Boat Song,”
“The Lion Sleeps Tonight”, and perhaps even the Chiquita Banana Song). The license
plate even says Chiquita!
Chiquita is one of six Minis that the Nelsons own. The Mini mania started in 2004,
when Norm found a 2004 R53 Mini Cooper. The couple had recently become empty
nesters, and found that with the Mini purchase included a pass into a full-on lifestyle.
They joined a Mini club and discovered the open arms of a welcoming community as
they began traveling to Mini-themed events in the US and Europe.
Along the way, they kept purchasing classic Minis they loved: there’s “Pynt Syz,” the
1973 Moonshine Mini, “MNE Eagle,” a 1964 Patriot-themed Mini dedicated to
veterans, “Tiny Tows,” the 1962 Austin Mini pickup truck they transformed into a Tow
Truck, and “XS Woody” the 1961 Austin Mini Traveler Woody Wagon.
Jesse heard about Chiquita from Chris Knox, a friend and racing driver in Scotland.
Jesse had long wanted this rare, shortened version of the beloved Mini, and the car
had become available in the UK. She didn’t hesitate to seal the deal, making an online
purchase from their Shasta home. “I bought it and I yelled up at my husband, ‘Hey,
honey, I just bought a car in Scotland. Now what do I do?”, she laughs.
They put a poll on Facebook asking for name suggestions, and the ideas started rolling
in: Mellow Yellow, Yellow Submarine, and, finally, a friend in Las Vegas, Sheri
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Bennett, suggested Chiquita. That, said the Nelsons—who love bananas and eat them
daily—nailed it.

Full article at: https://www.chiquita.pl/blog/health-lifestyle/how-one-couple-went-bananas-theirmini?language_content_entity=pl
Behind the Scenes of a Longtime European-Car Repair Shop
2018 article from Automobile Magazine about a visit to British European Auto in San
Pedro, California - Includes 71 photos
https://www.automobilemag.com/news/behind-the-scenes-of-a-longtime-european-car-repairshop/
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I will start. . .

Here is one by Bobby Bloom (no relative)
"Montego Bay"
The opening lyrics:
Vernon will meet me when the BOAC lands,
The keys to the MG will be in his hands.
Adjust to the driving and I'm on my way,
It's all on the right side in Montego Bay.

T-Shirts Still Available
Please contact Herm Marrese at 574-360-4938 if you want
to buy one. They cost $20.
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