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About Michiana Brits
This car club is open to
lovers and/or owners of
British vehicles. All paid
members receive this
monthly newsletter as part
of their annual dues.

Members are encouraged
to submit articles and
photos for publication to
the Newsletter Editor at
vbloomO1l@sbcglobal.net
You may also submit
material for the newsletter
to the Club president online,
through mail, or in person
at a general club meeting.

The newsletter’s deadline is

now the 10tk of the month.

Material is subject to
editorial revision. Opinions
expressed are those of the
authors and do not
necessarily reflect those of
the 2023 Michiana Brits,
Ltd., British Car
Enthusiasts.

Website:
www.michianabrits.com

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/groups/37472

3067057280

35t Annual British Car
Show, St. Mary’s College,
June 25
Don’t forget to pre-register
your car(s)!

http://www.michianabrits.com
/annual show.htm

Looking forward to
seeing you all there!

In Peoria there is a MG as a
flower bed!

UPCOMING EVENTS

JUNE 7 - Board Meeting,
7:30, EST

JUNE 14 -
Dinner, 6:30pm EST, at
the Brass Rail,
Plymouth.

JUNE 25 - Michiana
Brits Car Show!

Also, on JUNE 21 -
Weds. is the

main car event/BBQ for
the 42nd

Gathering of the
Faithful (GOF) at

St. Mary's College on the gr
ass by the intersection of M
adeleva Drive and Brother
Andre Drive (across from
the Inn at Saint Mary's):

https://www.gof2023.com/

CHECK OUT THE FULL

EVENTS CALENDAR

BELOW!
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EVENT CALENDAR 2023

Month Date Event
June 3 JAGIN Concours, Jaguar Assoc. Greater IN, Tom Woodward
Aviation, Fishers, IN (Contact Jim Webb for info) *
4 Lake Erie British Car Show, Fort Meigs Historic Site, Perrysburg, OH*
7 7:30pm Board Meeting via Zoom
14 6:30pm EST, Dinner at the Brass Rail, Plymouth
10 Plymouth Cruz’'n, 8am-12*
11 Eddy Street Commons Car Show *
16-17 SVRA, Sportscar Vintage Racing Assoc. Indianapolis Motor Speedway
(car show and vintage racing, drive around track) *
20-22 Gathering of the Faithful, St. Mary’s College * (see next page)
25 Annual Car Show, St. Mary’s College
July 5 7:30pm Board Meeting via Zoom
8 5t Annual Concours D’Elegance, Studebacker Museum *
9 Mad Dogs & Englishmen Car Show, Gilmore Museum *
15 Annual Luncheon Meeting of Club at Webb’s, noon
August 2 7:30pm Board Meeting via Zoom
12 Brits Featured Club, Cars and Coffee, Studebaker Museum
12 25% Annual Indy British Motor Day, Lion’s Park, Zionsville *
16 6:00pm CST, Dinner at Christo’s LaPorte, IL
18-19 University Motors Reunion, Grand Rapids, M| John Twist's MG
gathering *
24 Brits Featured Club, Essenhaus Classic Car Cruise-In, 4pm or earlier.
September 6 7:30pm Board Meeting via Zoom
10 British Car Festival, Palatine, IL (near Chicago) *
21-24 Fall Tour, Springfield, IL
October 4 7:30pm Board Meeting via Zoom
21 Fall Color Drive
November 7 7:30pm Board Meeting via Zoom
TBD Members Appreciation Dinner
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Gathering of the Faithful

The Gathering of the Faithful (GOF) will hold their 42nd GOF in the Midwest, this
event occurring in South Bend at the Embassy Suites, Notre Dame, IN on June 20-
23. Activities will occur around South Bend, Notre Dame, and Saint Mary's College.
Their Main Car Show/BBQ will be held Wednesday June 21 at Saint Mary's College o
n the grass by the intersection of Madeleva Drive and Brother Andre Drive (across
from the Inn at Saint Mary's).There are already 134 cars pre-registered for the

GOF. Numerous old MG's will be at the GOF.

Here is the link to their website: https://www.gof2023.com/
The entire GOF itinerary is at the website.

Cars & Coffees/ Cruise-Ins
JUNE

e June 10, Plymouth Cruz’n, 8am - noon

ONGOING

e Cruise In at the American Legion, 2nd Friday of every month from April thru
October, Garrett, IN, 5-9 PM, Broasted Chicken & entertainment. 260-357-
5133

o Black Sheep Coffee & Cars, 1st Sunday every month from April thru October,
LaPorte, IN, Solder’s Park, 8-10 AM

e Carguys and Coffee,2nd Saturday of the month from April thru October,
Carguys Auto Detailing, 1724 Lincolnway west, Osceola, IN, 8-11 AM

President’s Message

On the 25t of this month our club will host the 35th Annual Michiana British Car
Show. It's hard to fathom that the show has been around for three and a half
decades. The first show took place in 1987 when two couples, the Snyders and the
Stscherbans, hosted the car show at St. Patrick's Park. After nine years of doing
everything, the couples decided it was time to pass the showoff to someone else. So,
in July of 1995 a group of British car enthusiasts gathered at The Tea at the
Vickerage in Howe, Indiana to form Michiana Brits in order to take over the car show.

Even though the club was formed simply to run the car show, it has grown into
something more. We are a social club that forges lifelong friendships. We have year

around activities including several driving events that allow us to get our cars out on
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the open road. We provide assistance in maintenance and repair of your car. Our
club is indeed special, and hopefully it will be around for many years to come.

Cheers,

Randy
-]

June Board Meeting Minutes

1. Financial and Membership: Healthy budget. 1 new member (owner of 1965
Austin Healy). Received card reader and Larry tested. Card reader will be
placed at booth - registration will send those who want to pay by credit card to
that location.

2. Name badges: Herm sent out 10 badges; 3 addresses need to be re-verified.

3. June newsletter: all ready to go, except minutes.

4. Activities: PJ recapped the Spring drive. July 15th annual meeting at Webb’s —
lunch at noon (Mike and Vicki to pick up chicken). August 16 dinner at
Cristo’s. Sept 21-24 Fall tour to Springfield — PJ is checking hotels. Oct 21 Fall
colors drive. Possible lunch at Lehman’s.

5. Car Show, Sunday, June 25. 36 cars registered. Taco truck unavailable —
trying to find alternative (possibly, Real Services or Waka Dogs). Need to
confirm Bonnie Doon. Dante is working on publicity. Awards being engraved.
Need about 4-5 more volunteers. South Bend info: need 25 full size booklets,
and 100 trifold pamphlets. Larry asked about GOF and whether Dante is
mentioning it. Jim has pins (which look very nice!) Still looking to donations
for sale (Larry will send out reminders). Visitors will be able to vote for Best of
Show (People’s Choice). There will be general announcements about People’s
Choice ballots.

6. Monthly meetings/dinners: June 14 - The Brass Rail in Plymouth 6:30pm

EST, August 16 Cristo’s in Plymouth at 6pmCT and 7pm EST. July’s meeting
is the annual lunch at the Webb’s on July 15 at noon.

7. Monthly Board meeting on Zoom: Weds., 7:30pm, July 5, August 2,
September 6.

Board Members
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President:

Randy Glanders
rglanders@yahoo.com
574-849-4798

Membership:

Jim Webb
Webbsclassicwgmail.com
260-519-3492

Member at Large:
Richard (Dick) Birch
Birchtr6@gmail.com
336-309-3847

Secretary:

Larry Palguta
Ipalguta@sbcglobal.net
574-288-3923

Activities:

Paul (PJ) Dillon
paul.j.dillon.3@nd.edu
574-272-7391

Communications:

Vicki Bloom
vbloomO1l@sbcglobal.net
574-252-0511

Treasurer:

Paul Noeth
pnoeth@gmail.com
574-274-2842

MG Centenary Pin

Our vendor Quality Lapel Pins has a 3 inch Grill Badge
celebrating the MG Centenary. If you would like one for
your British vehicle, please contact Gary at:

Gary@QualityLapelPins.com
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About the Brit’s Spring Fling, May 20, 2023

By Philip Wiltshire
With additional photos by PJ Dillon and Vicki Bloom

As 1 write this trip report 1 am basking in 74-degree sun looking across our
subdivision. Unlike yesterday, when we enjoyed 49 degree cloudy weather for most of
our run; lifting a little in midafternoon to a balmy sunny 55 degrees.

We had 8 vehicles on our trip. 2 late model Jaguars, a Toyota, a VW GTI, a Jeep, a
Datsun Zee car , a Triumph Spitfire and an MGB roadster.

Randy and Bev in the Spitfire and Mike and Vicki in the MGB drove the whole 230
miles top down. In recognition of this feat, 1 turned the A/C in the Jag down to 72
degrees.

We departed from Perkins in Elkhart at 8.30am and headed north along some very
nice Michigan backroads that are long, smooth, and undulating. We passed through
many small towns that 1 would call villages, in the middle of nowhere.

We arrived in Grand Rapids just before 11.30am, where my friend Dominic was
waiting to greet us at his “shop” where his extensive car collection lives. We spent
about an hour with Dominic; he answered questions about his cars, as each has a
history and many of the cars have special provenance.
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We then drove on a further 6 miles to the Meijer Gardens and Sculpture Park. We
had allowed 2 72 hours for lunch and the visit; 1 realized quickly that you can spend a
whole day here looking through the sculptures in the park and then the hothouses
with their exotic plants. For many of us, we took a narrated tram tour that focused
on the gardens and sculptures.

And then it was 3.30pm already, time to head home. Five of the eight cars split up to
go to other local places and make a faster, more direct drive home taking 131.

We three stayed with the original plan and reversed the route. So, the MGB, Spitfire
and F-Type enjoyed a very nice drive home
with minimum traffic and taking those great
long, smooth roads.

In summary, a very nice day out, with good
roads and two great destinations.

You should get your British car out or
simply “run what you brung” and come
along on the next driving event.
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May Dinner at Lindy’s
Photos by Herm
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Automotive Electrical Fuses — British Vs American

British und American standards for mimyp electncal fises wre different.  Both provide an ~Ammp Raving™ for
very similar looking fuses, bat the two mtings mean very different thines. The U'S system rmtes the Tose bosod
on the contnuous load it can handle for a specified period of ume w/o blowing, whilst the British system
expresses the load at which the fuse will immediately blow.

That's a sigmficant difference! As an example, the 35 Amp fuse called out for many 1930's 60's 70's

vmtage Hratcars (Lotos Elsn & Europa for sare) 8 roughly equivalent o a US-spec BUSS AGC 17 Amp fuse

Install ¢ US 35 Amp fuse into your LBC fiise box and the wiring harness will melt down before the fuse blows,
DO NOT use n USA rated 35 amp fuse in your vintage British car!

The complee rating for the 35 amp Lucas fuss15-~17 AMPS CONTINUQUS 35 AMP SURGE™

Early British fuses were simply marked with the quick-blow rating, but later fuses are given tTwo ratings in an

effort to minimize the confusion.  For instance, the 35 Amp fuse is often marked as *17 confinuous / 35 blow™,

er simply 1733, In that case. use the lower “confimens" rating = the one © which you Iy %o m=ich an

American BUSS fise mime Oy, better vot, proper Brtixh fiees are svailable from vour voeite iodependen

Britcar  Lotus parts deafer. Parchase a supply and keep them m your LBCs plove box,

The comparisen/ substitution looks sonething like this.,

British Lucas Fose ~ Americun BUSS Fuse
FssiBow D=t Ramme ~ Commmoss tAGC) Aleermage Opesion (SFE 2)
50 amp 2550 amp =~ 25 amp 25 ump SFE
35 ump 1735 amp  ~ 17 ump 20) zmip SFE
30 amp 1530amp = 15 amp 13 wmp SFE {100 shori )
25 mmp 1228 = 12 amp 15 amp SFE (00 short 7)
21) amp 10203mp  ~ {0smp
15 prp 7.5/15amp  ~ Yamp
10 amp 5 10 amp - 3 amp
« 5 amp 25/5amp ~ 3 amp
2amp 1/ 2 amp - | amp

Unformmnately, there’s no extrs dats marked on sither the fuse body of on the package w tip-off the usay that the
Fzines are ifferent. s very mmpovtme that USA owners of British cars be awars of The st and muke wie
choices when using USA fuses in them. The best choice is to make the effort to source proper British fuses for
your LBE. In an emergency, the Joose Rule of Thumb is 1o use a USA BUSS fisse with an Amp miing equal o
no mote than ene kalf of the Brinsh Loces fuse mtmg.

USA BUSS fuse terms:

SFE fuses are "automotive" and rated to interrupt only 32 voits. Their iength depends on their current rating,
ranging from 58" for a SFE-L 10 1-7/16" for & SFE-30 (lower ampernge = shorter and higher ampersge =
longer), So, size-wise, sometimes higher amp rating STE fise will work in place of an "AGCT or an "TAGA” or
s1ucas fise Regardless of physeal sz2c an SFE will always blow moss qeackiy then & comrem AG (o7 obder
__A(G) that has a similar Amp rating.

AGC fuses are “Generul Purpose”. They are atwayvs 1/4" Dia X 1-1/4™ long: They're available in 250V mtings
to0 10 smps. and op W 32V ratings 10 30 amps. AGC fuses are approximately the same leagth as Brinsh fuses,
and will 1 m the Locss fisse holder. An AGC-20 is the same Jength a5 an SFE2Y and they are pretty much
interchangeable.

Both AGC and SFE are “fast acting”, but according to BUSS charts, the SFE is faster. An AGC-20 is
rated to cany 27 amps for up lo 60 minutes, whide an SFE-20 will blow in under 2 minutes. However,
the B) minutes is gven as 2 maxamum, whils the 2 minutes 15 apparently typical, so that may not be
an accurate comparison. Without gelting too lost in the detaiis, the basic idea is that an SFE will blow
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fasias than an AGE and will befler et 4

II you are golng to use BUSS fuses In your LBC, then when availabiiity and length permis e
14 first choice,  When vou must use AGC fuses, shop for the 32 valt rated versions fi 0
"work”, SFE fusss In lower Amp 1a vill be shorter than the Lucas fiisey and msy not f

the Lucus fuse box properly, 50 Uise common $ense

-~ B 1t

Currently BUSS AG fucss are available in different lesgtts dengeegd 33 AGA, AGE =22 AGC. They =¢

lengths bacome longer as they progress from A through C

Praviousiv_ the AG luses wers differe ted wmber =Cale AG. 2AG snd 3AG. The oldes
= the = { i £ g 1 = E
How,
S =;'_"-;‘ sy ies ihe 'il.’v?. el Delwes S 4 i
Current - « OLD dosizsadon
ot
AGB----2A0
AGC -==-3A0 (14" D x t-1 4", fir Lucss fuse holder)
From the August 20120 1ssue of Spokess, e Uicial Fubhicanon of the MG Car Cind Western New Jork Contre)

Racing Fans: Do You Remember?

Submitted by Bob Rowland

The picture below recounts how J. M. Fangio won 5 Formula 1 Championships
for 4 different manufacturers:

Alfo-Romeo

Ferrari-Lancia

Mercedes-Benz ---TWICE

and

Maserati.
Three of those manufacturers produced cars that were no better than their peers;
Fangio won by driving faster.

Mercedes-Benz race cars (W-196) were faster than others plus M-B had a sterling

race team. Also, Fangio won his last Championship at age 49.
This is probably not do-able today as kids start racing much younger.
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Fangio - licenced to drive in the Falkland Islands

Thonks fo an unusuai chain of circumstances | found
myself spending 20 hours on a Minisfry of Defence
flight recently, via Ascension Isiand, 1o the Falldands. if
the Falklond iskands - as recovered from occupction
in the conflict of 1982 - is not an unusual piace for a
mofor racing scribbler fo find himself, then Ascension
Istand certainly is. Today's MeD air bridge is operated
in an effective ond friiendly manner by Air Seychelles
beccuse - we were told - it s particukarly good of
finding rernote klonds. Ascension, with nothing but
a thousand miles or so of clear bilue ocean in every
direction, certainly ticks the ‘remote’ box.

Fights touch down there on an uphill unway which
humpbacks between two abrupt volcanic hills. As
the Boeing 767 decelerated cver the brow it’s quite
astartling sight to see the russet rock faces of a vinuol
raiway cutting zivping post each wingtip. Thenit's tum
around and backirack to what pagses for a terminal,
with three crash wagons in attendance representing
the UK, US and local island autherities. We're ushered
out into ‘The Cage” open-alr compound while the
big silver bird is replenished, then we're off for ancther
sausage-and-bacon ponini leg 1o Mount Pleasant,

Poetic licence o T0A5eRY
I, 2oy
did an interview with Juan
Manue! Fangio when he was in
Britain for his 80th birthday
celebrations. He proudly told
me that he was “British” and
produced his Falklands driving
licence as evidence (right). He
said the Governor of the islands
had given it to him and told him
that his was a special case. He
would not be ordered to pass a driving test!
Martin Holmes, Woking, Surrey

= 8

Homenaje a Fangio/ by )

Www.panamericano.us

Del 3 al 14 de diciembre, Panamericano Buenos Ares Hotel &
Resort y la Fundacién Fangio organizan una muestra en honor T
al automovilista argentino Juan Manue] Fangio. La muestra (.)
exhibe cuatro de los mas emblematicos automoviles en los

n de Férmula 1, trofeos y otras
reliquias. Entrada libre y gratuita.

que corrid el quintuple campeo

104

Gatty 1m69.g

Wiie .

Fangio got about using a sporting Kcence from the

LAmmobuo Club Argetino without any problem...

East Folkiond. Over the next few days we're doing
militory/naturclist/specialist ihings over hill cnd dale,
karking about in 110-inch Land Rovers and nattedng
to people on ships and sharp, pointy liftie ceroplanes.

In the midsl of cl this | regale my troveling
companion with the strange iale of Juon Manue!

%

Sir,

{n December 2012, :
Panamerica, Buenos Aires, to see 2 Juan Manua
Fangio exhibition that had cars,
gloves and one of the great mands helmets. &
" Currently Argentina and the YK are not on
friendly rerms and to young Argentine people it
)~ has always been that way :
‘ of them the 2011 Motor Sport issues whic
documented that
Falkland Tslands driving licence. :
Oace the voung folks read and rranslated the |
English they realised the situation between the
twa natons had once v
for the last 30 years. Thape the COPY they made
of your short notes is distribured.
Robert Rowtand, indiona, UsSA

Fangio, five-times World Champion, and his driving
licence. Because, you see, he began driving in his
native Argentina before a licence was necessary. He
used to tell how he only got a licence for public road
driving in 1961, when it was required for a frip fo Brazll,
Otherwise, throughout all his globefrofting, he only
ever used his Automobile Club Argeniino sporting
licence. It seemed 1o be accepted averywhere.

8ut in Apiil 1980, traveling with the then-chairman
of the ACA. Dr Cesor C Carman, and his long-time
protégé and ex-ocing driver Juan Manuel Bordeu,
The Oid Man visited Porf Stanley in the Falklands. He
was wel received af atime of relafive riapprochement
between Argentina and the UK - and he was issued
with @ Falkdand islands driving licence, No 1644. |
wanted to check the local records fo see if | could
confirm the great man’s story, and we hesitated
outside the Stanley police station (idm and smarly
painted foday ofter toking o missile shike in '82...)
but | wasn't aliowed to. "1 don’t think that's making
great use of our time,” | was firmiy fold. So | didn™.
But Fangio had a Falklands driving licence. Yet again,
more detail than you ever wished to know? m

Peace haven

1 wisited the Hotel

rrophies,

. 1 showed several

1
Fangio proudly had a

been far berter than ithas |
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