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About Michiana Brits

Find us online at:
www.michianabrits.com

This car club is open to
lovers and/or owners of
British cars. All paid
members receive this
monthly newsletter as
part of their annual dues.

Many Thanks to the Deacon’s for
hosting the Members Annual Get
Together on August 16th. A good time
was had by all.

UPCOMING
EVENTS
Drive to Central
Park in Warsaw, IN
August 29th.
Rendezvous to
North Pavilion.
Details on page four!

Newsletter
Submissions
Members are encouraged
to submit articles and
photos for publication to
the Newsletter Editor at
vbloom01@sbcglobal.net
You may also submit
material for the newsletter
to the Club president
online, through mail, or in
person at a general club
meeting.
The newsletter’s deadline
is the 20th of the month.
Material is subject to
editorial revision.
Opinions expressed are
those of the authors and
do not necessarily reflect
those of the 2020
Michiana Brits, Ltd.,
British Car Enthusiasts.

Save the date: Fall
Drive October 17th

Next Board
meeting is
September 2, 7:30
via Zoom – Contact
Vicki Bloom for an
invitation
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New members – Contact Herm Marrese, Membership Director at 574-360-4938
for name badges.

Hello Everyone,
This past Sunday many of us gathered at the Deacon’s lake house. Thanks again to Ruth
and Roger for hosting the Annual Member’s meeting. Instead of the usual potluck, everyone
brought their own picnic due to the ongoing pandemic. The BYO picnic was a great success
with the exception of one very noticeable thing: no dessert table!
Sadly, Sunday August 16 was also the day we lost one of our longtime Michiana Brits
members, Keith Wishmeier. Not only was Keith an active Michiana Brits Board member, but
he was president of a local ham radio club and amateur pilot. His sense of humor and ability
to spin a yarn endeared him to his friends and family. I send my sincerest condolences to his
family and feel honored to have known Keith and call him a personal friend.
Our next drive will also be a BYO picnic on Saturday, August 29. The "Corn & Curves" run to
Warsaw, IN will converge at the north pavilion in Central Park, which has been reserved for
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our use that day (see more details below). There may be two runs to Central Park from
different rally locations - one (TBD) for the Eastern Chapter and one for the western areas
(Elkhart, South Bend, La Porte, etc.). Hopefully everyone will converge at Central Park
approximately 11:00 - 11:30 AM.
I hope to see many of you there.
Happy & Safe Motoring,
Mike

“Corn & Curves” run to Central Park, Warsaw, IN
Saturday August 29th 2020

Departing 10.00 am from the Meijer parking lot at the NE corner of the 331 / 20
interchange. (Exit 84)
A 1hour drive, the long way, to Central Park, We have a shelter booked for your picnic
and nearby restrooms. Bring garden chairs, your lunch and Covid–19 precautions.
See Map on next page.

Please let Philip Wiltshire (574) 202 8919 know if you are attending.
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Map to Park
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President: Mike Scullion
Phone: 574-252-0511
Email:
mlscullion01@gmail.com

Treasurer: Paul Noeth
Phone: 574-274-2842
Email: pnoeth@gmail.com

Secretary: Larry Palguta
Phone: 574-288-3923
Email:
palguta@sbcglobal.net

Activities: Philip Wiltshire
Phone: 248-676-0986
Email: pwiltshire@lci.com

Communications: Vicki Bloom
Phone: 574-252-0511
Email:
vbloom01@sbcglobal.net

Membership: Herm Marrese
Phone: 574-360-4938
Email:
hmarrese@comcast.net

Trip Coordinator: Keith Wishmeier
Phone: 574-250-6992
Email:
ckwishmeier@cs.com

1. Financial – There are currently 70 memberships including two honorary ones.
(Paul). Paul proposed that the club do its banking online. The Board approved.
2. Newsletter – Ask about articles – Larry said he would send one about an MGB and
Taiwan; Herm reminded me to contact Roger for tech tips. (Vicki)
3. Annual car show – no news
4. Events:
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Tech Session still delayed.
Philip mentioned that a Jaguar club is driving to the Auburn museum in
October 24-25. He can see if we can tag along.
Mike reported that the Studebaker Museum is holding a Cars and Coffee
event in September.
A photo scavenger hunt is being developed for our group, similar to the
one that Moss Motors does.

5. Drive + Picnic
The group discussed possible destinations for drives in August and September.
A few suggestions included Manistee, MI or Albion, MI.
Dick suggested something closer to the Eastern chapter to get those members
involved. A park in Warsaw, IN was mentioned.
6. Eastern Chapter – Dick volunteered to look into the park in Warsaw and report
back.
7. Monthly Meetings/Dinners - Annual meeting at Deacon’s Lake Cottage: August
16th Participants should bring their own lunches, chairs, and wear masks. (Larry)
8. Board Meeting – September 2, 7:30 by Zoom, Vicki will set up Zoom.

When did you first join the club?
We joined about nine years ago.

How did you learn about Michiana Brits?
We went to the Lemon Creek Car Show and parked our midget next to Roger Deacon’s
car. He followed us and told me about the car club.
Tell me about your car?
Our first British car was a 1976 midget. Deb had first seen it for sale on the side of a
road. Deb said that Tom had dreamed of wanting a car like James Bond. After she
told me about the car, my son and I went to look at the car. My son told me that if I
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did not buy it, he would. We still have the midget but don’t drive it much. We bought
the Triumph about 5 years ago for $1.00! Someone had contacted Michiana Brits
wanting to get rid of a Triumph that needed a lot of TLC. We borrowed Roger’s trailer
and drove up to a place near Michigan Speedway to get it.
What’s your favorite car club event or memory?
We really like the four day fall drives.
Have you ever broken down during a drive?
Yep – last year. We are now members of the flatbed society, as many of you know.
What part or repair do you plan to do in the near future?
Just keep it running!
If I was given a pot of money, I guess that I would fix the suspension.
Does Deb drive the car, too?
Yes, Deb drives sometimes, and she drives as well as I do.
Do you both have other hobbies?
Tom noted that he used to do stone carving and photography. Deb likes yard work –
she is doing most of it these days since she is working at home. Deb added that she
loves to read.
What is your dream car?
Tom said “the one I got now – it’s a Toyota four runner with all the bells and whistles.”
What else should we know about you two?
Tom responded that I’m quiet but listen well. Then he noted that “Deb is very outgoing
and makes up for me.”

Are you NUTTY? Installing a Nut or Bolt in Tight Space
This Tech Tip Is From Joe Dufresne and is listed on Little
British Car Co., Ltd. - Tech Tips
When you need to install a bolt or nut in a tight space, using
a socket on an extension or a box wrench, try inserting the
nut or bolt into the tool by first placing a thin piece of paper
over the opening of the wrench or socket. A cash register receipt will work fine! The
paper will hold the fastener in place like a magnet and allow you to work over or in the
tight spot without dropping it. When done, you can easily remove the tool and pull
away the paper. https://www.lbcarco.com/cgi-bin/or17?runprog=lbtech
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Here's a link to Barney Gaylord's blog where he posts about the Michiana Brit's
meeting: http://mgaguru.com/tales/mobile151.htm

Classic Motorsports Virtual Monterey Kickoff Cruise-In Presented by Hagerty & eBay
Motors
Because of COVID-19, this year’s entrants simply had to post a photo of their car, but
with a twist: a prop that recalled
good times on the
Monterey Peninsula.
Thanks to a raft of generous
partners, the total prize stash
topped $5,000, with a cool
thousand dollars going to best in
show: the 1956
Triumph TR3 of jfarris
To see the other winners, check
out:

https://classicmotorsports.com/news/classic-motorsports-virtual-monterey-kickoff-cruisepresented-hagerty-ebay-motors-awards-thousandsprizes/?utm_content=buffer4cfd8&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_cam
paign=CMSFacebook&fbclid=IwAR0SedhZYjluOOFchtx8U2XB7FHqj3Rh4s5BkJMtxJTMYgfflO8
pO5BUB1M

Last month’s question:
Movie buffs: Which movie featured a 1967 Jaguar XKE hearse?
Answer: Harold & Maude
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Interested in joining the Detroit Jaguar Club’s 2020 Fall Drive to Auburn IN?
Here is information from the Detroit Jaguar Club courtesy of Phillip Wiltshire. If interested, contact
Phillip Wiltshire, 248-676-0986.
Join us on Saturday morning, October 24th, for a two-day fall drive to Auburn, IN. You can join our
caravan for breakfast at 9:00 AM at Cracker Barrel, located at 45525 N Interstate 94 Service Drive,
Belleville, MI. Or if you don’t want breakfast, meet us in the Cracker Barrel’s parking lot at 10:45 AM.
Or, you can meet us at 12:30 PM at our rest stop at the Sunoco Station, located at 4938 S. Meridian Rd.,
Hudson, MI. Or you can join us at 2:30 PM at the Auburn Cord Duesenberg Museum, 1600 Wayne St.,
Auburn, IN. Our docent-led tour begins at 3:00 PM.
We will stay at the newest hotel in Auburn, the Tru by Hilton, 303 Peckhart Ct. We have a block of King
Rooms held under the name Jaguar Affiliate Group of Michigan. The room rate is $112.00 plus taxes of
$13.44, for a total of $125.44. Please call 260-333-7700, then dial “0”, and inform the Front Desk that
you have group rooms reserved and that you would like to add your name and credit card information to
confirm your booking. Please reserve your room by September 24, 2020.
We will have dinner at about 6:30 PM at the upscale Auburn City Steakhouse, 203 N Main St., Auburn.
Sunday morning we will have breakfast at 9:00 AM at Garrett House of Pancakes, 114 S Randolph St.,
Garrett, IN. Then we will drive to the National Auto and Truck Museum, 1000 Gordon M Buehrig
Place, Auburn, IN, for a docent-led tour beginning at 11:00 AM.Following the tour, we will depart for
home with a stop for lunch at about 2:00 PM at Rumors, 212 W Main St., Hudson, MI. From Rumors,
we will continue home independently.
Cost Estimates
●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●

Cracker Barrel, moderately priced
Tru by Hilton Hotel, including taxes, $125.44
Auburn Cord Duesenberg Museum (Campus Pass, covers both museums, $15.50 paid
individually at the time of admission, plus $1 or $2 per person reimbursement for the cost of
docent(s)
Auburn City Steakhouse, pre-set menu of three entrees with salad and accompaniment, $21 $29; plus beverage (wine $8 to $10 a glass); plus 7% state sales tax and gratuity
National Auto & Truck Museum, $0 as it is included in 2-day Campas Pass, plus $1 or $2 per
person for the docent(s) fee reimbursement
Garrett House of Pancakes, moderately priced
Rumors, moderately priced
Docent Fees $20

Every venue requires the wearing of face covers and maintaining social distancing. In the restaurants, you
will need a face covering to enter and leave or walk around the facility. Face covering can be removed
once seated. The museums expect visitors to wear face-coverings while in the museum. The museums are
large so social distancing should not be an issue. Please plan accordingly.
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While the information included here is current, it is not possible to ensure that something won’t change. If
it becomes necessary to make a change, you will be notified by email as long as you have registered and
we know you are joining this event.
RSVP Information
Please reserve your spot for this fun event by September 24, 2020, either by using the www.jagm.org
event web page, or emailing webmaster@jagm.org, or texting 734-347-8747. Please include the number
in your party, your cell phone number and where you will be meeting up with the group. We will use this
information to update our venues and to enhance our ability to communicate during driving times.
About the Venues
Auburn Cord Duesenberg Automotive Museum
The Auburn Cord Duesenberg Museum first opened its doors to the public on July 6, 1974, creating an
era of exciting automotive history. Never before had there been proposed an automobile museum
inhabiting the auto builder’s original factory showroom building.
The museum is now listed in the National Register of Historic Places. Today the museum has grown to be
the leading auto repository of its kind, with 140 vintage, antique, classic, and special interest cars.
Thousands of visitors come to Auburn each year to learn the museum’s story. By 1990, more than one
million tourists had passed through.

National Automotive & Truck Museum
Learn about the industrious blue-collar worker with authentic artifacts from “small town” Auburn, USA.
Video and informational signs enhance a historical journey through time. See advertising panels, neon
signs, and billboards from past prominent local businesses.
Gas and oil pumps from all eras, including many produced
locally in Fort Wayne, are on display.
The National Automotive and Truck Museum each welcomes
thousands of visitors from all parts of the world. “Post-war”
cars and all vintages of trucks are proudly displayed and may
even bring back memories of a car or truck you used to own.
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Pink Floyd’s Welcome to the Machine

Pictures taken by Vicki Bloom, Pink Floyd exhibit at the Albert and Victoria Museum, 2017

Welcome my son, welcome to the machine
Where have you been?
It's alright, we know where you've been
You've been in the pipeline filling in time
Provided with toys and 'Scouting for Boys'
You brought a guitar to punish your ma
And you didn't like school
And you know you're nobody's fool
So welcome to the machine
Welcome my son, welcome to the machine
What did you dream?
It's alright, we told you what to dream
You dreamed of a big star
He played a mean guitar
He always ate in the Steak Bar
He loved to drive in his Jaguar
So welcome to the machine
Editor’s note: SEND YOUR SONGS to me!
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Speaking of Jaguar’s. . . 1935: JAGUAR SPRINGS TO LIFE
The first car to bear the big cat moniker was the 1935 SS Jaguar 2.5l Saloon. It was
produced under the Swallow Sidecar name, the company first set up under William
Lyons and William Walmsley in 1922.
The 2.5l Saloon was one of the most
distinctive and beautiful cars of the
pre-war era, with its sleek, low-slung
design. It needed a new name to
reflect these qualities, one that
summed up its feline grace and
elegance with such a finely-tuned
balance of power and agility. The big
cat was chosen, and the SS Jaguar
perfectly justified the analogy.
Due to the notoriety that the SS name
had acquired during the war, the
evolution to Jaguar seemed like a
natural one and the name became
company-wide in 1945. The Jaguar marque was born.
(from the Jaguar website)

T-Shirts Still Available
Please contact Herm Marrese at 574-360-4938 if you want
to buy one. They cost $20.

Want a mask to match your car?
Check out ~
https://www.redbubble.com/shop/?query=british%20car%20mask&ref=search_box

Page 13 of 21

MGBs Can Go the Long Distance
By Larry Palguta

Part 1: The First MGB – US and Overseas
My experience with the MGB is that it is a great small car that can hold up to the rigors
of long distance driving. Of course, good periodic maintenance is critical to being able to make
a long drive with the assurance that you will actually reach your destination.
I have owned two 1972 MGBs, separated by a 28 year gap during which I owned a
number on non-British cars. I purchased the first ’72 during the summer of 1973, at a used car lot
on Fullerton Avenue in Chicago, and sold it in the spring of 1979. The second ’72 was purchased
online via eBay in August 2007 and has been driven on every Michiana Fall Tour from 2008 to
date (we usually drive 800-900 miles on a Fall Tour).
So before I cover where I drove and my activities, here are the statistics of the long drives
that I made in a ’72 MGB. I was in law school in Birmingham, AL and made 4 round trips from
our home in Fort Wayne, got into the Navy’s JAGC Student Program and made two round trips
from home to Newport, RI (after the first trip to Newport my mom and I drove home via
Montreal and Detroit), after graduating from law school in 1975 I drove from home to San
Francisco where the B was shipped to my duty station in Taipei, Taiwan, the B was driven
around Taipei for about 13 months before it was shipped back to San Francisco when I drove
home to Fort Wayne, and then I made a number of trips between Great Lakes Naval Base, north
of Chicago, and Fort Wayne before selling the car in the spring of 1979. Totaling up the
mileages of these drives comes to about 13,000 miles, which is probably a conservative estimate.
All of this long distance driving led me to think that when we purchased the second MGB
in 2007 from a seller in Attleboro, MA, we could fly out there and drive it home. Given the 28
years that had passed since my first MGB was sold, it turned out to be a bad assumption which
led to an interesting trip back to South Bend.
Below is a photo taken at my desk in the Legal Office of the Navy’s Headquarters
Support Activity, Taipei in November of 1976. Obviously the Navy was in that phase when full,
neatly trimmed beards were permitted.
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At my desk, probably not working

My Chinese MGB registration.

My ’72 MGB had been shipped to Taiwan where I picked it up at Keelung’s harbor and drove it
down to Taipei. I registered it with the Navy and received a set of blue military license plates.
Myself and two other young Navy Officers rented a house in the northern suburb of Peitou. Like
nearly all of the residences in the large communities, the house was within a walled compound
for security. Located on a hillside, we had a street level garage that would house two small
LBCs bumper-to-bumper
.

A stairway led up to our front gate
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When I found this photo of my ’72 MGB at our garage, I noticed that the left front fender area
had the damage from my collision with a tiny, Mini Cooper size, pickup truck. It was easily
repaired at a local repair shop operated by a colorful ex-pat from Australia.
While I may have owned the only MGB on the island, my housemate Ray Menardi definitely
owned the only TR-7 on Taiwan. The TR-7 was introduced in the US in January 1975 and Ray
arrived in Taiwan with his by early 1976. It was a pretty baby-blue color and everybody knew
who owned that one-of-a-kind car on the island.

My legal activities included legal assistance counseling, dispute resolution, monthly visits to US
personnel convicted of off-base crimes and imprisoned in a Chinese prison, handling financial
issues, when Officer of the Day overseeing the harvesting of slot machine proceeds from the
base’s gaming rooms, immigration and dependent support issues, monitoring the local
prosecution of an American drug dealer, drafting wills and powers-of-attorney, defense counsel
in a court martial, certifying adoption paperwork, getting US sailors back to their ship after a
fight with local bar hostesses, and being responsible for two on-base movie theatres. This wide
variety of responsibilities also involved participating in activities with local organizations and
military organizations.
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1976 was the Year of the Snake, and each Chinese New Year young American adults in the US
Military and some civilians formed one half of the Sino-American Dragon Dance Team to man a
Dragon. The other half of the Team was young men from the Chinese military who manned the
other Dragon. The practicing began on February 2nd and by mid-February we were performing
for large audiences at military and public locations. Participation was fun and our Team was
rewarded with an over-night trip down-island to visit the beautiful Toroko Gorge National Park.

Ray Menardi mans the Dragon head while I handle the second stick. As the Dragon chases the
Pearl held by Diana Huntress, the Dragon head and body parts move as a wave from left to right
and back while looping around and through its body parts to hopefully not end up in a big knot.

Here I am running in an unwinding routine while the Dragon head remains briefly stationary.
The Dragon head is pretty heavy so two of the stronger men would switch off between routines.
At the performances, the Teams wore Dragon dancers’ red uniforms and headdress. I had to add
colored glasses due to all of the dust and smoke kicked up during our routines. And the red pants
were helpful too because the audience would throw strings of fire crackers at our feet; I could
feel the explosions and had some burns in the leggings.
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Pretty snazzy outfit for performances

The Dragon chases the Pearl while going under its body

One of our larger performances
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Not all of my time was consumed with demanding military duties. One Saturday morning in late
February 1977, I drove into Taipei to take photographs of the Grand Hotel which was located
about a mile up the street from our military compounds. The Grand was owned by Madame
Chiang Kai-shek after her husband’s death in 1975.

It was cool enough to wear a sweatshirt in the morning while doing a little sight-seeing. You
never knew who you would see at the Grand Hotel. One day at lunch, I rode down the elevator
with the recently resigned Vice President Spiro T. Agnew who was in town representing CocaCola.
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My MGB parked just below the level of the above
photo; though faded, the convertible top photographed lighter than actual color.
While stationed in Taipei, I joined my two housemates by participating in the local Taipei
chapter of a now internationally known running club named the Hash House Harriers. Actually it
is and was more of a drinking club with a running problem. Each Saturday we would meet at a
local hole-in-the-wall pub named the China Fleet Club and head out to somewhere around Taipei
for a “Hound & Hares” style run, with libations afterwards. Below is a photo of a club member
and myself using the hood of my rather dirty MGB to check the routes to the beginning and end
of the weekly run.
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Its cold enough in the winter months to wear warmer clothes including jeans, as seen below
where I take a break in a bamboo patch during a run.

In the late spring of 1977, the Taipei Hash held a picnic at a military recreation area for all of the
members and their families. I was selected to drive up to the recreation area in the mountains
and pick a pig to be the guest of honor at the pig roast, and oversee its demise and processing.
Along the drive, I stopped to see some steam escaping from a vent of an underlying volcano.

White steam just beyond the tree line
Alas, the US military including myself had to leave Taiwan a bit early as the US prepared to
recognize the mainland government as China. In 1979 at my next duty station, Great Lakes
Naval Base, I sold my MGB to a young enlisted Navy man after I had cleared up his legal
problems. But I had been infected with the LBC disease that would be dormant for years.
NEXT MONTH - PART 2: The Second MGB
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