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   Northern Indiana & S.W. Michigan                             A Chapter of  

Official Newsletter for Annual Members of the Michiana Brits British Car Enthusiasts © 2019 Michiana Brits, Ltd.                               September 2019 
             www.michianabrits.com  

                                                                                                                                       

Current # of memberships is 76 

 Upcoming Events                                

October  

Board Meeting    

Wednesday, October 2, 2019 6:30 p.m.                  

Keith Wishmeier                                                      

1834 Ribourde Drive                                    

South Bend IN 46628   574-250-6992 

Monthly Meeting/Dinner 

Wednesday, October 9, 2019 6:30 p.m.                                                                        

Railway Cafe                                                           

109 West Railroad St.                                              

Dowagiac, MI 49047                                      

269-462-9423 

Fall Colors Drive 

Saturday, October 19, 2019 9:30 a.m 

Information on page 4 

November  

Board Meeting      

Wednesday, November 6, 2019 6:30 p.m.                  

Roger Deacon                                                      

10688 Anderson Road                               

Granger, IN 46530   574-292-0004                         

Annual Membership Appreciation 

Dinner 

Wednesday, November 7, 2019 6:30 p.m. 

Papa Vino’s Italian Kitchen                         

5110 Edison Lakes Parkway, Mishawaka, IN 

46545 

                   

Newsletter Submissions 

This is the Newsletter of the 

Michiana Brits, Ltd., Car 

Club and is distributed to 

all paid Annual Members as 

part of their dues. If you 

would like to submit 

articles for publication, they 

are most welcome. The 

deadline is the 25th of each 

month. Send all 

correspondence (electronic 

submissions are preferable) 

to the President, bring it to 

a General Meeting, or send 

to the Newsletter Editor at 

mkpete@sbcglobal.net.  

Material is subject to 

editorial revision and 

opinions expressed are 

those of the authors and do 

not necessarily reflect those 

of the 2019 Michiana Brits, 

Ltd., British Car 

Enthusiasts 

 

 

 Michiana Brits Car Club 

has a page on Facebook. Check it 

out! If you have news, photos to 

share, something to sell, ideas, 

comments or just to “like” our 

Michiana Brits 

On the

 
Road Again 

 

 

 

http://www.michianabrits.com/
mailto:mkpete@sbcglobal.net
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Here are your 2019 Board 

Members 

 
 

 

 

President:  Mike Scullion 

Phone: 574-252-0511 

 Email: mlscullion01@gmail.com 

 

Membership: Roger Deacon 

Phone: 574-292-0004                              

Email:rogerdeacon61@yahoo.com    

                                 

Communications: Mary Petersen 
Phone: 574-850-7602 

Email:  mkpete@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

 

Treasurer: Bob Kerstetter 
Phone: 574-259-0330 

Email: robertkerstetter@yahoo.com 

 

 

Secretary: Larry Palguta 
Phone: 574-288-3923 

Email: palguta@sbcglobal.net 

 

   

 

Board Member: Keith Wishmeier 
Phone: 574-250-6992 

Email: ckwishmeier@cs.com

 

 

Activities: Herm Marrese 
Phone: 574-360-4938 

 Email: hmarrese@comcast.net 

   

       

                                  

 

mailto:mlscullion01@gmail.com
mailto:mkpete@sbcglobal.net
mailto:robertkerstetter@yahoo.com
mailto:palguta@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ckwishmeier@cs.com
mailto:hmarrese@comcast.net
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President’s Message 

Hello All, 

The coffee and cars show at the Studebaker National Museum was a great success. I’d like to 

thank all those that came out with their cars. We had 21 British cars show up. Maria TeKolste, 

Programs and Outreach Manager, of the museum, emailed me after the show and said that we 

had the best turnout of the four events they held this year. She said she hopes we accept their 

invitation to attend next year. This was the first year for the event and we were the final show.   

Our fall tour was fun for most this year. We had 13 cars that participated at some point during 

the drive. As we left Stack’s restaurant, hadn’t heard from Bob and Mary Petersen. We found 

out later that they had a fuel pump failure and Bob was replacing it. We weren’t more than 3 

miles down the road when the plastic part of my turn signal switch fell off of my MGB. This 

was an omen of things to come.  

Less than 45 minutes into the drive Phil and Jan Tucker in their F-Type Jag had a blow out at 

the sidewall of a tire. They had to be flat bedded to the Jag dealer in Indianapolis for repair as 

the F-Type does not come equipped with a spare. About 2 hours into the drive I felt something 

hit my leg. I looked down and saw my window crank had fallen off. I started wondering what 

else was going to fall off my car on this trip. Should I stop and check my lug nuts?  

On Saturday Bob and Mary’s MGB was making a rattling noise. About 2 hours into the drive 

we stopped for fuel and Bob popped his hood. We discovered the water pump pulley had a lot 

pf play in it indicating the bearing had failed. Bob contacted O’Reilly’s Auto Parts in Madison 

and they said they could get a water pump there by 4 p.m. Bob and Mary left for the hotel 

followed by Kai and Michele Shepard in their Mini. When we got back to the hotel later that 

day, they were adding coolant to the now repaired MGB.  

Sunday’s drive back was not without incident. Tom and Deb Shumaker’s TR7 started making a 

noise in one of their wheels. It went away momentarily so we continued on. It returned a few 

minutes later so we pulled over to check it out. The diagnosis was a front wheel bearing that 

was failing as the passenger side front wheel had some play in it. Tom tightened the bearing to 

take out the slack and we continued on our way. The noise was gone. Several hours later 

something in Tom’s front end broke and he swerved off the road because his passenger side 

front wheel was now pointing to the right. At least it was in an area where he didn’t do 

additional damage to the car. About an hour or so later their car was on a flatbed heading home. 

One final note. I put over 4,000 miles on my MGB from 9/12/18 to 9/22/19. I know this 

because on 9/12/18 both my MGB and F150 had the exact same mileage, 88,706, so I took a 

photo of each. When I got home from the fall tour on 9/22/19 my odometer read 92,712. It 

would have been more but some of the times I had planned to drive it I didn’t due to inclement 
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weather. The odometer on my F150 now reads 92,299. I guess this means my MGB is now my 

primary vehicle. 

Happy Motoring, Mike 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Fall Colors Drive Info 

2019 Annual Fall Colors Drive   

We will hold our annual Fall Colors Drive on Saturday, October 19th. This will be our 

FINAL driving event of the season. Once more this highly popular drive and potluck dinner will 

be hosted by Randy and Bev Glanders. Our drive will start at the Glanders’ house, 28614 C.R. 

16, Elkhart, IN 46515 Telephone # (574) 294-8950.  The Drive route allows us to arrive earlier 

for lunch, which will then permit more afternoon driving, hopefully top down. PLEASE 

ARRIVE BY 9:30 AM with your potluck dish. The Glanders will supply the chili and soft 

drinks.   

PLEASE CONTACT Bev at 574-294-8950 or bjg0219@yahoo.com by Oct. 17th and let 

her know what you plan to bring for dinner. WE WILL LEAVE AT 10 AM and drive through 

the colorful back roads of Indiana and Southwestern Michigan, and take a relaxing stop around 

11:30 AM for lunch at the Fisher Lake Inn, Mendon, MI. Then we will have a longer afternoon 

drive (tops down, weather permitting) and end at the Glanders home for a potluck dinner, some 

college football watching, and socializing with club members. For further information, please 

contact Randy at (574) 294-8950 

____________________________________________________________ 

September 4th Board Meeting Minutes 

 

 FINANCIAL – Bob K. reported on the account balance 

 September Newsletter – will have Sept. 7th activities and Fall Tour article 

 Fall Tour – Keith reported on the route and other details. Madison on Friday, and 

Metamora on Saturday after drive on SR 62 

 Annual Car Show – new contract being negotiated with Saint Mary’s College; silent 

auction and paraphernalia sales to continue 

 Eastern Region – subsequent to this meeting we authorized a Facebook page for the 

Eastern Chapter 

 Monthly Meetings/Dinners – Keith to schedule a meal at a new place in Dowagiac, MI 

 Board Meetings – October 2 – Wishmeier’s;  November 6 – Deacon’s   
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Stagman’s Tech Tips 

   I recently helped a club member that had bought a fuel tank for his Triumph. He had it for a 

year and half but didn't get it installed because the bottom fitting wouldn't screw in. I told him 

to bring it over and let me look at it. About 6 weeks later he finally brought it over. I got out my 

tap and die set to check the threads. The fitting was the same as the fittings in the tank. I 

screwed the fitting into the tank a bit snug but they are designed this way. He just shook his 

head in disbelief that he hadn't been able to screw the fitting in for a year and half. 

He stopped by a couple of weeks later and told me that the threads were leaking on the tank and 

he couldn't get the leak to stop. I told him it was time to bit the bullet and let me come over with 

my truck and trailer so I could put it on the hoist to see what the problem is. He said that he had 

the car on jack stands and couldn't find the leak laying on his back looking up. 

We got the car on the hoist and within 5 minutes I found the leak. The fuel line had a hole in it 

due to it being the low point in the fuel line. It didn't help that the car had done a lot of sitting 

for the last 20 years on a concrete floor. The cars have to be protected from moisture that 

attacks the bottom. I keep my cars on cardboard and a rug to suck up the moisture year around 

from the concrete floors. 

How did I fix the fuel line? I took a tube cutter and cut out the bad section. Took rubber fuel 

line and 2 clamps. Fifteen minutes later, a happy club member drove away after a year and half 

of frustration of not being able to drive his LBC. 

Even though I have retired I'm always available to give advice and do a LITTLE work on our 

LBCs. Don't call me after Sept 14th because Ruth and I are leaving for our 2nd vacation 

overseas this year. Six weeks after we get back we leave for our home in Florida if we still have 

one there. 

Safe driving   

Roger Deacon.    574-292-0004 

 

Oil Issue Suggestion 

 

Use Vavoline VR1 20/50 Racing, or any motor oil with 1200ppm of ZDDP in it or 

a ZDDP additive like ZDDPlus for initial break in, this is a necessity for a solid 

lifter engine to bed the cam and lifters. To prime the oil pump prior to initial 

cranking, insert a small funnel with the same motor oil as you are running for 

initial run-in in the rear oil fitting (MG A-series and B-series motors), this is the 

fitting is located on the passenger/rear side of the motor, the fitting that goes from 
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the block to the oil cooler or oil filter housing depending on your car’s year model. 

Turn the motor over by hand counter clockwise at the crankshaft balancer/front 

pulley nut, this will suck motor oil into the oil pump and prime it, then spin engine 

with the starter with the spark plugs removed until you see oil exit the fitting you 

removed, now re-attach the fitting, and continue to turn the engine over via the 

starter until oil pressure is seen at the gauge. THEN and only THEN are you 

READY to crank the engine for the first time. It is also a good idea to fill the oil 

cooler with motor oil before fitting, or if fitted with a small (be patient this will 

take some time), if you have hanging oil filter you can also pre-fill it as well. Make 

sure 50/50 mixture of water/coolant has been added. After initial crank up, idle 

engine up to 2000-2500 rpms and run for 20 minutes or until normal operation 

temps has been achieved, this is for new cam and lifter bedding, if you need to run 

the engine more than one heat cycle to achieve the 20 minute cam/lifter bedding, 

then make sure you follow this instruction for the full 20 minutes. At this point I 

recommend you run the engine a couple more heat cycles at normal idle speeds, 

800-1200 rpms depending on the camshaft in your engine, set your ignition timing, 

then re-torque cylinder head at recommended torque and re-adjust the valve lash 

warm according to cam instructions. For initial driving, I would recommend short 

trips to begin with, of 15- 30 minutes and keep rpms under 5000 for the first 100 

miles, vary the rpms up and down, try not to lug the engine. Make sure to check for 

leaks and not to let engine water temps exceed normal operating temps. Change oil 

and filter for the first time at 500 miles, then afterwards every 3000 miles, 

recommended oil is any high quality name brand 20/50 1200ppm ZDDP motor oil, 

I use Valvoline VR1 20/50 non synthetic (never break in one of these engine with 

synthetic oils), it could cause your piston rings not to seat properly. 

 

Don not break the engine in on synthetic oil, use only petroleum-based oil for 

engine break in. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Michiana Brits Eastern Chapter News 

September 24, 2019 

 

As you may or may not know, the Eastern Chapter has established a Facebook page under the 

guidance of one of our members, Charlie Loew, and with the help of our webmaster Steve 

Peterka. If any of you would be so kind as to send Charlie some pictures from our trip, he will 

be sure to post them. It's only been a week and Charlie is already starting to get some interest 

from folks we didn't know. Charlie's email address is: 
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chasfloew@aol.com    

By the way, many thanks to everyone who had a hand in setting up our Fall Tour. I know from 

past experience what a chore it can be. Even though there were a few hiccups (always is), they 

were handled expertly and effectively. Thanks again and I look forward to our next Fall Tour.  

Regards, 

Dick Birch 

__________________________________________________________ 

                                  

    T-Shirts 

If you would like to buy the T-Shirt that was sold at our car show, we have all sizes. They are 

$20.  Please contact Herm Marrese 574-360-9438                 

          

___________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Photos of “Cars and Coffee” at the Studebaker Museum 

 

 

mailto:chasfloew@aol.com
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     President Mike Scullion’s live interview by WNDU, Channel 16 

 

 

 



Page 9 of 17 
 

 

                  Up Front Reserved Parking for the Club 

 

 

 

                     A cool morning in South Bend 
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                               Old and New British cars 

 

 

 

                   Young Enthusiasts are always Welcome 
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________________________________________________________________________ 

2019 FALL TOUR TO MADISON, IN 

AN   ”EVENTFUL” DRIVE 

By Larry Palguta 

PART I 

Once again, the Brits gathered for their annual 4-day Fall Tour drive.  This year’s destination 

was Madison, IN, an old Ohio River town that we visited back in 2010.  This trip would 

encompass a larger group of travelers – 26 total.  The actual number of Brits varied each day 

as some joined and others left the Tour. 

Thursday 19th - The rally point was Stack’s Pancake House on the east side of Elkhart.  The Brits 

starting at this point were the Glanders and Wishmeiers (Spitfires), Shumakers (TR7), 

Shepherds (Mini Cooper), Wiltshires (Jaguar F Type R), and Palgutas & Scullion/Bloom (MGBs). 

The Petersens (MGB) had an immediate fuel leak and had some repair work at home before 

they could join the Tour.  Shortly after 9 AM, the caravan of 7 LBCs headed out to jog our way 

to IN 5 southbound.   
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Shortly after we turned onto IN 5, the Wiltshire’s Jaguar blew out a tire.  It was ironic that the 

most modern car (2017 Jaguar) had become our first casualty and only the 4th flat tire in all of 

the years of the Tour. 

    

 

Philip was close to a BP gas station and drove the car into the parking lot, where we all 

congregated. The sidewall of the low-profile tire had a hole ripped into it, and like many 

current vehicles, there was no spare tire provided by the manufacturer.  So Philip called Jaguar 

road assistance and they finally arranged to have a tow truck sent to take the Jaguar to the 

dealer in Indy where the tire and rim could be repaired.  The Wiltshires would join us later in 

Madison.  With the car pickup arranged, the remaining 6 LBCs headed out on IN 5.  Little did 

we know that few tow truck drivers wanted this tow, resulting in one finally arrived from 

Jackson, MI after a 3 ½ hour wait. 
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Of course, Philip and Jan got to share a single seat all the way to Indy. 

The now 6 LBC caravan picked up the Birchs (TR6) in Ligonier, the Deans (TR8) in South 

Whitley, and the Achors (MGB) at SR 18, bringing the group to 9 LBCs.  And the Betzs (Mini 

Cooper) were already at Clifty Falls State Park on the west side of Madison. 

After this slow start, lunch was finally determined to be at Payne’s in Gas City, a bit of a detour 

off our route. But Payne’s is a well-known and liked restaurant serving British dishes, and was 

well worth the side trip.  Everyone got to relax and have a good meal.  Being a bit behind 

schedule, our caravan drove for two hours before stopping at the Obermeyer Marathon 

station in Oldenburg, just north of I-74.  Everyone got a good stretch and something to drink 

during an increasingly warm afternoon.   The last leg of our drive ended at 5:30 pm when we 

pulled into the Comfort Inn located a bit west of Madison at the intersection of SR 62 and SR 

56 (a good location).  Much to our surprise, a 1949 MGTC was sitting in the parking lot. It 

belongs to members John & Cathy Bushnell who decided to join the Tour as a surprise.   

Dinner was at El Nopal Mexican restaurant on SR 62. The Petersens were already there (a 

leaky fuel hose led to replacing the fuel pump to repairing another fuel hose) after driving 

straight to the restaurant.  We were joined by Jim & Kim Betz who were “camping” at Clifty 

Falls State Park (motor home, Mini Cooper in tow).  The food and drink were good and the 

service quick until everyone had to figure out which dinner being served belonged to them.  

But everyone left well-fed and ready to relax in the evening.  

   

Mary Petersen tells Bev Glanders how glad they are to be there 

After spending considerable time in Indy, the Wiltshires were given a loaner Jaguar 30t SUV 

but arrived in Madison too late to be at dinner.  And they would have to leave on Saturday to 

pick up their Jaguar in Indy. 
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Friday 20th – this day was devoted to local activities of your own selection. Some headed to 

nearby Clifty Falls State Park for a morning hike, or straight to downtown Madison for 

sightseeing, shopping, etc., or for a drive through the nearby Hanover College campus.  After 

breakfast, a group of us went to Hanover for a tour guided by former student Kai Shepherd.  

The winding road into the campus is close to a mile long through a large forest and rock 

formations.  The campus has Georgian style buildings located on a plateau with beautiful 

overlooks on the Ohio River.  Those on the drive got to walk along the major overlook on the 

Ohio River which is so beautiful and serene that it doesn’t look quite real.  This is one of the 

most beautiful campuses in America. Don’t miss seeing it.

 

 

From Hanover College, we made the short drive to downtown Madison. An old river town 

settled before 1800, the town has many old buildings built around 1800 and later, including 

150 shot gun style homes.  
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There are plenty of shops and restaurants in Madison; the proverbial something for everyone.  

From Madison, we back tracked a bit for lunch at the Clifty Falls Inn in the State Park.  The 

lunch was good and the dining room has a nice overlook of the Ohio River.  The chimneys of a 

power plant are literally next door but they were not in the overlook view from the Inn. 

 

It was then back to Madison for more shopping and sightseeing, then a brief break at the hotel 

before back to Madison for dinner at Rembrandt’s Gallery and Wine Bar.  This was the first 

time the restaurant had tried handling a large group (26 Brits) and, unfortunately, provided 

only one waitress for our large group. The wait for drinks and food was much too long, the 

food orders mixed up and not accurate, but the food was good.  Definitely not a place to host 

a large group for dinner. 
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                                                   Waiting for drinks in Rembrandt’s 

After the long dinner, everyone headed back to the hotel or State Park and relaxed during the 

evening.  Saturday was to include more driving than usual for one of our two “local” days, but 

all were looking forward to the activities. 

 

PART II will be in the November Newsletter. 

 


