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About Michiana Brits

Find us online at:
www.michianabrits.com

This car club is open to
lovers and/or owners of
British cars. All paid
members receive this
monthly newsletter as part
of their annual dues.

Correction to August newsletter: Last
month’s member profile had this
lovely couple’s name spelled wrong –
It’s Deb and Tom Shumaker.

UPCOMING
EVENTS

Save the date:
Fall Drive
October 17th

Newsletter Submissions

MORE INFO ON PAGE 2

Members are encouraged to
submit articles and photos
for publication to the
Newsletter Editor at
vbloom01@sbcglobal.net
You may also submit
material for the newsletter
to the Club president
online, through mail, or in
person at a general club
meeting.
The newsletter’s deadline is
the 20th of the month.
Material is subject to
editorial revision. Opinions
expressed are those of the
authors and do not
necessarily reflect those of
the 2020 Michiana Brits,
Ltd., British Car
Enthusiasts.

Next Board
meeting is via
Zoom – October 7
at 7:30pm
Contact Vicki
Bloom for an
invitation
From Corn & Curves drive
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Ted Spear
1954 MG TF1500 and 2018 Jaguar F Pace
Note: New members – please contact Herm Marrese, Membership Director at 574-360-4938
for name badges.

Saturday October 17th 2020

Please join us for a run in the Autumn around southern Michigan!
Randy Glanders has put a route together, starting at 10.00am from the Martin’s
parking lot on Cassopolis, just north of CR4 in Elkhart. En route he is planning a
BYO lunch stop and then resuming the drive. We will finish at Bonneyville Mill
County Park just east of Bristol at about 3:30 pm.
This is where our Membership Appreciation event will take place. There will be a food
truck specifically for us Brit’s where we can dine upon pretzels / cheese / pretzel
dogs / Pizza’s and ice cream!
Put this date in your diaries. This is a rain or shine event. Who needs a restaurant,
eh?
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By Philip Wiltshire
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2020 continues to be challenging for everyone and car clubs are no exception. The
Michiana Brit’s have had good success with hosting motoring runs with a large open space
as the destination, where we can all sit in a giant circle practicing our social distancing, but
still able to communicate as a club.
With this in mind, Jan and l were assigned the task of putting something together for
our club to take place in the month of August. Dick Birch suggested we take a look at
Central Park, Warsaw. We drove to Warsaw for the first time and yes, it looked like a good
destination. We booked a park shelter to keep the rain nasties away and started driving
around the area between Warsaw and South Bend to create a route that could be fun and
away from Interstates and semi-trucks.
We chanced upon the Plymouth-Goshen Trail and this afforded plenty of twisty roads
with minimal traffic and a great deal of corn and one or two deer. To get us closer to Warsaw
we chose the centennial Lincoln Highway for the last few miles. After seeing some special
roadside placards, I researched the highway and found that this is no backstreet that was
overlooked when “new” US 30 was built, but the main route from the east to west coasts
back in 1913. The Lincoln Highway is one of the earliest transcontinental highway routes for
automobiles across the United States of America. Conceived in 1912 by Indiana
entrepreneur Carl G. Fisher, and formally dedicated October 31, 1913, the Lincoln Highway
ran coast-to-coast from Times Square in New York City west to Lincoln Park in San
Francisco, originally through 13 states. We drove some history today!
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We created the driving directions for the run. Each direction consisted of a tulip image
showing the turn, a description of the next turn and then a trip mileage to make sure of the
correct point to turn. Just under 50 miles each way. We did not lose any cars! Also a good
test to see if your car’s speedo is accurate.
So Corn and Curves Saturday arrived quickly and we were blessed with very nice
weather. The previous night had seen plenty of rain, so it was a little damp underfoot but
basically dry and sunny. We had 12 cars start out in Mishawaka and 4 cars met us at the
Central Park from our Eastern Chapter based around Fort Wayne. We created the now
standard big circle of garden chairs next to our reserved shelter and had a great “Chin-wag”
and ate lunch brought from home.
We had 2 cars with issues; one had starting challenges and the other a holed radiator.
So if you could not make our day out, think seriously about participating in the next
event. The Board tries hard to keep everyone safe with responsible social distancing and
following the other Covid-19 safeguards. Give it a try!
Note: First and last three pics taken by Phillip; Fuzzy middle pics by Vicki

Hello Everyone,
September is winding down but unfortunately, Covid19 is still with us. Given the
predictions that things will not be normal for quite some time, the Board has decided to
cancel the remainder of the club’s events that are held inside for 2020. But our Fall Colors
Drive is on! Get your cars revved up, pack a picnic lunch and your foldable chairs because
we are heading out on October 17. Midway through our excursion we’ll find a picnic spot for
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lunch. At the end of the drive we will end up at the Historic Bonneyville Mill Park. Philip
Wiltshire has arranged for a pretzel/snack truck to meet us at the park at around 3:30 PM.
For complete details see the “Fall Colors Drive & Members Appreciation Event – Saturday
October 17th 2020” - section in this newsletter.
Our last drive, the "Corn & Curves" run to Warsaw, IN in Central Park was a great
success. Many Brits converged on the north pavilion for a picnic and social gathering. Some
of us rendezvoused at the Meijer’s on Bremen Highway in Mishawaka while others closer to
the Warsaw area met us at the park. I don’t recall the exact number of people there but it
seemed that at least 30 Brits made it to the picnic.
For those that would like to take a drive the weekend after the Fall Colors Drive on
October 24, the Detroit Jaguar Club (DJC) will be in the Fort Wayne, IN. Philip Wiltshire is
also a member of that club and they have invited the Michiana Brits to join them. I will be
driving out there with anyone that would like to go. We will be departing at 12:30 PM sharp
from the Meijer’s parking lot at the NE corner of the 331/20 interchange (Exit 84) of the St.
Joseph Valley Parkway. The plan is to join the Detroit club at 2:30 PM at the Auburn Cord
Duesenberg Museum, 1600 Wayne St., Auburn, IN. The DJC sponsored docent-led tour
begins at 3:00 PM. For those Brits who wish to stay and socialize, we will be meeting for
dinner at about 6:30 PM at the upscale Auburn City Steakhouse, 203 N Main St., Auburn.
The DJC has rented the restaurant for the evening and we’ve been told there is plenty of
room for us. Please let me know if you are interested so we don’t leave anyone behind.
Finally, a bit of fun for the near future. What’s that!? Fun during the pandemic?
Well, I hope so. The last page of this newsletter includes a scavenger hunt similar to those
you may have seen from Moss Motors. This one is tailored for our area. The rules included
are very simple and include a lot of leeway in how you interpret a “destination.” Group shots
are OK, but each member should have a copy of the photo if they are competing for one of
the coveted “to be announced” prizes.
The deadline for submitting your worksheet to me is May 31, 2021. That’s plenty of
time. You can submit a photo or scan of your worksheet to me at the link below under my
picture.
Winners will be announced at our annual car show in 2021. If you’re not planning on
competing for prizes, then just have fun seeing how many of the odd destinations you can
find. Goofy pictures are welcome.
Happy & Safe Motoring,
Mike
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President: Mike Scullion
Phone: 574-252-0511
Email:
mlscullion01@gmail.com

Treasurer: Paul Noeth
Phone: 574-274-2842
Email: pnoeth@gmail.com

Secretary: Larry Palguta
Phone: 574-288-3923
Email:
palguta@sbcglobal.net

Activities: Philip Wiltshire
Phone: 248-676-0986
Email: pwiltshire@lci.com

Communications: Vicki Bloom
Phone: 574-252-0511
Email:
vbloom01@sbcglobal.net

Membership: Herm Marrese
Phone: 574-360-4938
Email:
hmarrese@comcast.net

1. Financial
 Paul presented the Treasurer’s report.
 Larry raised the issue of applying membership due received late in the year
toward 2021. As a follow-up, on September 22 Larry noted that there is a club
policy – those who join Michiana Brits after September 1 get their dues applied
to the next year.
2. Newsletter – Vicki welcomes articles and pictures!
3. Events:
 Tech session – postponed. Vicki raised the idea of doing some of the tech
session via Zoom. The Board preferred an in-person meeting with demos.
 The annual September Fall Tour trip was also cancelled.
 The Fall Colors Drive will be Saturday, October 17. Phillip will contact Randy
Glanders about the route. Instead of the potluck at the Glanders afterward,
Phillip will try to secure a taco or ice cream truck.
 No monthly meetings or dinners planned.
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4. Scavenger Hunt – Mike shared this draft of a photo scavenger hunt. Board
members made a few suggestions and asked for clarity on a few of the terms (e.g. what
is glamping – “glamour camping”).
5.

Easter Chapter – Dick Birch – no news

6.

Board Meetings: October 7th 7:30 – online via Zoom – Vicki will send invite

One of our earliest and most devoted members – Keith Wishmeier - passed away
suddenly on Sunday, August 16th. Keith and Mary have been members of the Brits
since the earliest days of the club. Keith enjoyed creating the driving routes for the
four day Fall Tour drives and Mary has the knack of finding the best local places for
lunch or dinner. Keith’s humor and outlook on life will be greatly missed by his family,
friends and the club. In view of their many contributions over the years to the club,
the Board has awarded an Honorary Membership to Mary and will consider creating
some kind of an annual award in Keith’s name.

By Herminne Marrese

In April, 1979, my daughter Tammy, with a new job and a few dollars in her
pocket, she and her dad made a trip to Peppers Auto Sales. Dad thought a used Jag
would be a more sensible mode of transportation for her, but a brand new little 1979
white MGB caught her eye. Papers were signed and the car of her dreams was hers.
She located a local British Car Club and eventually joined. There were rallies and
treasure hunts to fill sunny weekends with newfound friends with similar interests.
Many gymkhanas and road rallies required careful intricate car cleaning. I remember
her in the driveway detailing the entire car with toothbrush and q-tips. Points were
lost on one occasion when dust was found in the tiny side window channel.
In 2001 when her son was of driving age and anxious to get behind the wheel of
that “chic magnet” MGB, we bought the car from her and joined the local Michiana
Brits Car Club.
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The following years were
filled with our new club
friends and organized trips.
There were car shows, road
trips and soaking storms
(with no time to put the top
up!), and naturally oil leaks
in the driveway. During
this time, my husband
purchased a black TR7.
With air conditioning it was
a summer treat, but it
changed hands and we
continued with the MGB.
With Rick’s passing in 2008,
I enjoyed times and events
with friends and activities in
the club, continuing to this
day. My “gear shifting”
ability was limited, but I
hoped to keep the MGB in
the family. It went via truck
and rail to its new home in
Edmonton, Alberta with
Rick’s brother, Ron. He is
part of British Car Club
there and is enjoying this
little white treasure. I do
question his claim, however,
that it does not leak oil. In
Edmonton, our MGB enjoys climate controlled winter storage and lots of TLC.
The pictures are from some of the original events, and I wonder if anyone in our
Club can recognize any of these cars. Perhaps one or two are still leaking oil in one of
our member’s driveways still today, after being preserved and cared for with lots of
TLC.

Contact Herm Marrese at 574-360-4938 if you want to
buy one. They cost $20.
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MGBs Can Go the Long Distance
By Larry Palguta

Part 2: The Second MGB
Jumping ahead 28 years to 2007, Deb and I attended the annual Michiana Brits car show
at Bendix Woods County Park, and decided to be wild and crazy by buying an MGB to relive
some of the LBC fun I had years ago. The wild didn’t happen much but the crazy for owning a
British car was spot on.
In August of 2007, I was perusing the sale of MGBs on eBay when I found a 1972 model
that was very close to the stock model I had owned back in the 1970’s. While we were attending
a cousin’s wedding in Winnipeg, Canada, I won the auction and made arrangements to bring the
car back to South Bend. Shipping was expensive, so I hatched a plan for us to fly to Attleboro,
MA and then drive the car home. The plan turned out to be more half-baked than hatched.
In September, we flew out to Attleboro and, through a misunderstanding, the sellers
thought we were going to drive away in the car from the airport. The car had other ideas; it
wouldn’t start without a jump. We had trouble jumping the battery; during restoration some idiot
replaced the ground cable with a red colored cable, resulting in the positive jumper cable being
placed on that negative battery terminal. Sparks few until I spotted the problem. The car started
but all of us decided to stop along the way to their house and they would buy a new battery. I
believe the sellers were worried about the sale being completed; they knew nothing about cars their vehicle was a new BMW which the husband told me was a British car (!!??) they had just
purchased (no doubt part of their purchase used the money from the MGB sale). Oh, and it was
about 85-90 degrees while we were having all of this “fun”.
After purchasing a new battery, we went to their house and installed the new battery and
completed the paperwork. But the car still would not start without a jump and it became obvious
we would have to rent a truck and trailer and haul the MGB back to South Bend. Concerned
about the sale, the sellers said they would pay half the rental of the truck/trailer so we could get
home. It was Saturday afternoon when we arranged for a U-Haul truck (10 foot long cargo van
was the only one available to haul a trailer) but the trailer lights didn’t work, moving the
availability of the truck and trailer to Sunday morning. Having no room at their house, the
sellers paid for a nearby B&B room for us. One distinct memory of that Saturday was being in
the back room of the sellers’ house and watching Appalachian State upset Michigan during the
first weekend of college football. Upset plans seemed to be the order of the day.
Sunday morning we picked up the truck and trailer and, because the car wouldn’t start, I
decided that we could position the MGB and truck/trailer so the MGB could be rolled down the
sloped driveway and onto the trailer. But someone would have to be in the car to steer it.
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Myself and Charlie getting the MGB turned around

Giving directions to get the trailer in place for the roll-on
We decided that Charlie’s wife Donna would steer the car onto the trailer because she
was small enough to squirm out of the car door which would open less than a foot due to the
wheel fenders of the trailer.
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The MGB on the trailer and being secured in place

Donna squeezing out the slightly opened door (better than through the window!)

Larry & Deb – proud owners of an MGB that won’t start
Page 12 of 14

Deb and I set out on a drive across Massachusetts and northern New York State. We
stayed Sunday night in Corning, New York and then on Monday headed for South Bend. I called
ahead and arranged to drop the B at Richey’s Imported Car Care Inc. on the east side of South
Bend.

Deb somewhere on the drive to South Bend
The drive was long but relatively easy. The truck was relatively new – it had an
automatic transmission, good air-conditioning, and easy for both of us to drive. We arrived at
Richey’s late in the afternoon, rolled the MGB off the trailer, and dropped the truck/trailer before
somehow getting back home. The visit to Richey’s was the first of four visits during the fall of
2007 as items were repaired and/or upgraded (black-colored battery ground cable, solid state fuel
pump, Pertronix ignition, etc., etc.); we rode car carriers back to South Bend twice when the car
failed while driving to club events. The privilege of sinking even more money into the cost of
the MGB did pay off in the form of reliability and confidence in making longer drives (e.g. 12
consecutive four day Fall Tours).
The ownership of my second 1972 MGB has been rewarding and a lot of fun, even
though there was a learning curve on how to maintain and drive a now almost 50 year old car.
And working with Roger Deacon and others while removing and installing four MGB engines,
transmissions, radiators, distributors, etc. has increased my MGB mechanic knowledge
exponentially (but not for Lucas wiring!). Being in the club has been a lot of fun, and we have
enjoyed the wide variety of places visited during club drives. Now if we could just get beyond
this pandemic and back to driving our LBCs.
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SCAVENGER
HUNT
Destinations
Arch Bridge
Bed & Breakfast
Best Burger Joint
Bingo Hall
Brick Road
Bridal Salon
Cantilever Bridge
Carriage House
Chocolatier
Christmas Tree Farm
Cider Mill
City Skyline
Courthouse
Covered Bridge
Dairy Farm
Dance Club
Deer Crossing
Dive Shop
Dragstrip
Duck Pond
Estate Sale
Field of Gold
Field of Green
Fork in the Road
Fort
Four City Signs, One Starting "U"
Funny Bumper Sticker
Glamping
Gnome in Yard
Grain Silo
Green Roof
Haunted House

Destinations
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐

2 pt.
2 pt.
1 pt.
2 pt.
1 pt.
2 pt.
3 pt.
2 pt.
2 pt.
3 pt.
3 pt.
2 pt.
1 pt.
3 pt.
2 pt.
1 pt.
2 pt.
3 pt.
3 pt.
3 pt.
2 pt.
1 pt.
1 pt.
2 pt.
3 pt.
5 pt.
1 pt.
3 pt.
2 pt.
1 pt.
1 pt.
2 pt.

Historical Marker
Holiday display
Independent Bookstore
Infamous Location or Person
Junkyard
Line of Latitude/Longitude
Llama Farm
Martial Arts Studio
Mirrored Glass Building
My Happy Place
Old Jail
Outdoor Mural
Peace Sign
Race Shop
Rainbow
River Rafting
Roadside Vegetable Stand
Roller Coaster
Shhh... It's a Secret
State/County Fair
Suspension Bridge
The British are Coming - Sign with "British" in it
Tiny House
Tow Away Zone
Trade School
Treehouse
Vegetarian Restaurant
Western Apparel store
White Water Rapids
Wind Farm
WWI or WWII Memorial
YMCA

☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐

2 pt.
2 pt.
1 pt.
3 pt.
2 pt.
4 pt.
5 pt.
1 pt.
2 pt.
3 pt.
3 pt.
1 pt.
2 pt.
4 pt.
3 pt.
5 pt.
2 pt.
2 pt.
4 pt.
3 pt.
4 pt.
2 pt.
3 pt.
1 pt.
1 pt.
2 pt.
1 pt.
2 pt.
5 pt.
4 pt.
2 pt.
1 pt.

How to Play
Take a selfie or photo at the destinations listed above with:
1) Yourself or a traveling companion – when safe and possible
2) Your car and/or other vehicles if in a group – group participation is encouraged
3) Proof of your location such as signs, landmarks, or structures
Photo and Point Guideline
Each destination has points assigned, from one to five. To earn points, your photos must include permanently posted signs,
landmarks, or physical structures that identify the locations. Please remember to be safe out there when you are driving around!
Submitting Your Photos
Email a scan or photo of your score sheet no later than May 31, 2021, to: mlscullion01@gmail.com. If you are a finalist in the
contest a sample of five photos will be requested from you at that time. We will randomly select which photos to email for
verification.
Prizes
To be announced at a later date.
Winners
Winners will be announced on June 27, 2021 at our annual car show. Must be present to win.
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