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About Michiana Brits
This car club is open to
lovers and/or owners of
British vehicles. All paid
members receive this
monthly newsletter as part
of their annual dues.

Members are
encouraged to submit
articles and photos for

publication to the
Newsletter Editor at
leonard@wdalenberg.org
You may also submit
material for the newsletter
to the Club president
online, through mail, or in
person at a general club
meeting.

The newsletter’s deadline
is the 15th of the month.
This gives me time to put it
all together and get it,
ideally, eMailed by the 20th.
Material is subject to
editorial revision. Opinions
expressed are those of the
authors and do not
necessarily reflect those of
the 2025 Michiana Brits,
Ltd., British Car
Enthusiasts. Final review
is done by Bob and Larry.

Daily holidays and observances in

January 2026

1 Thu

New Year's Day

National Hangover Day

National Chocolate
Covered Cherry Day

2 Fri

World Introvert Day

4 Sun

National Spaghetti Day

National Trivia Day

National Whipped
Cream Day

Epiphany

National Clean Off
Your Desk Day

14 Wed

National Dress Up
Your Pet Day

16 Fri

National Nothing Day

Penguin Awareness Day

National Squirrel
Appreciation Day

24 Sat

National Peanut Butter Day

Opposite Day

30 Fri

National Croissant Day

Caterham Seven

UPCOMING EVENTS

> Monthly Board Meetings
(Zoom): January — April;
first Wednesday of the
month

» Spring Drive: 3rd Saturday
of May,

> Studebaker Museum: May
2" 2026 — we are the first club
to partner with them for their
Cars and Coffee events in ’26;
8.00am start.

» Car Show: June 27th,

» Fall Tour: 3rd Weekend of
September

» Colors Drive: 3rd Saturday
of October

» Membership Appreciation
Dinner — November 14" 2026
at the Essenhaus. 6.30 pm;

reserved.

R&T

Based on an iconic Lotus,

the Caterham Seven remains one
of the most enjoyable small cars
you can buy. There's not much to
it, save for four wheels, a tightly
packed two-seat cabin, and an
engine. That's why it's so great

www.michianabrits.com

www.facebook.com/groups/374723067057280
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President’s Message

It's December. The first snowfall of the year has covered the ground with a white
blanket. My cars are tucked away for their winter's nap. Before you know it, the sun
will warm the earth, and we will be pulling our cars out of storage to hit the open
road. In the interim, we need to put together our “to do” lists and order the parts for
any desired repairs that will need to be done before the driving season.

The Board also requests that you, the membership, let us know what activities you
would like for us to pursue in the coming year. Please pass along any ideas or
suggestions for activities to any board member. Together we can have a wonderful
year.

Cheers, Randy

December Board Meeting Minutes

1. FINANCIAL - bank account balance - we have money - Jim Betz
2. NAME BADGES, CLUB ROSTER, MEMBERSHIP EMAIL LIST - Jim Webb
3. CAR SHOW ITEMS:

A. Moved show date to last weekend of June - June 27, 2026

Bob Peterson held the first 2026 Car Show Committee meeting on November
11th - Bob will schedule the next Committee meeting.

Featured Marque - all pre-2026 Jaguars; use the Leeper Jaguar in the lapel pin
design

. Tom got a signed contract with Trinity; the contract includes a requirement for
3 weeks of car show notices on their electric sign

There was a lively discussion about allowing other European vehicles to attend
the show, no decision made

m U 0 W

4. CLUB ACTIVITIES:

A. November 14th - Annual Membership Appreciation Dinner - well attended at
Das Essenhaus; cost was about $36/person, club subsidized $20/person;
people were happy with the facility and food; will hold next year's dinner there.-
Paul Dillon

B. The club calendar needs to be organized and distributed; included will be a
Tech Session at Ed Battjes garage (Jim Betz); Cars & Coffee at Studebaker
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Museum; Spring Drive - 3rd Saturday of May, car show - June 27th, Das
Essenhaus Cruise-In - 2 times as Featured club; Fall Tour - 3rd weekend of
September, possible route along Michigan US12; Colors Drive - 3rd Saturday of
October. Phil will schedule Das Essenhaus and Studebaker.

5. MONTHLY MEETINGS/DINNERS:

A. Saturday Breakfast Meetings, 10:00 AM: January 10, February 14, March
14, April 11 at Perkins Restaurant & Bakery, Elkhart, IN - Bob got
reservations set for the second Saturday each month
6. MONTHLY BOARD ZOOM MEETINGS - January 7, February 4, March 4, April 1

2023 Board Members

Activities:

Paul (PJ) Dillon
paul.j.dillon.3@nd.edu
574-272-7391

President:

Randy Glanders
rglanders@yahoo.com
574-849-4798

Communications:
Robert Petersen
bpete56@sbcglobal.net
574-252-0511

Membership:

Jim Webb
Webbsclassic@wgmail.com
260-519-3492

| Treasurer:
Jim Betz
icbetz19630@gmail.com

\v@ 574-298-5735

Member at Large:
Tom Shumaker
ets8@comcast.net
574-370-0941

Secretary:

Larry Palguta
lpalguta@sbcglobal.net
574-288-3923
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Classifieds (Click HERE to see listing on our website)

e Jill Cozart: Looking for a new home for my daughter's 1979 Triumph Spitfire.
e Bob Breidenbach: I have a beautiful tr6 that I would like to sell.
e Jim Webb: This is a nice driving 1976 MG Located near South Whitley IN.

ABOUT
Submitted by Jeremy Holdsworth, Vice Chairman - NAMGBR

NORTH AMERICAN |
COUNCIL OF
MG REGISTERS

Invites ALL MG Owners
to join us August 24-27, 2026

in the Sandusky, Ohio / Lake Erie area
for the ever‘%*-five-year ALL-MG Event
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|
Current British sports car news highlights:

A blend of electric innovation, classic revivals, and track success, with Lotus pushing
EVs, TVR aiming for a comeback via merger, McLaren prepping powerful hybrids like the
W1, Aston Martin dominating racing and launching new models (Valkyrie, Vantage), and
startups like Longbow focusing on ultra-lightweight EVs, all while iconic brands
like Caterham adapt to new engine tech.

Longbow, a UK startup, is making waves
in the EV sports car scene with its ultra-
lightweight  "Featherweight  Electric
Vehicles" (FEVs), recently unveiling a
functional Speedster prototype and |
announcing a Roadster version, both §
featuring sub-1000kg designs, fast
development, and experienced leadership
from Lotus, McLaren, and Lucid, aiming
for 2026 deliveries to bring classic British
sports car feel to electric power with
impressive performance and pricing.

Major Brand Updates
e Aston Martin: Celebrated racing success (Valkyrie, GT3) and forged new tech
alliances, while also unveiling a new digital configurator and luxury residences.
« Lotus: Moving towards an electric future, but offering special editions like the Clark
Edition Emira (last of its kind) and facing financial challenges.
e McLaren: Developing Fl-inspired hypercars like the W1 (plug-in hybrid) to expand
beyond traditional sports cars.
o« Caterham: Partnering with Renault-Geely for engines and marking the end of Ford
Sigma-engined models with the Seven 310 Encore.
Revivals & New Players
e TVR: A potential comeback for the Griffith model is on the horizon following a merger
framework with Charge Holdings.
e Longbow: A startup aiming to disrupt the EV market with featherlight electric
roadsters (Speedster, Roadster) under 1000kg, challenging convention.
Classic & Custom Reimaginations
o Encor: Creating high-performance V8 "remasterings" of classic Lotus Esprit Series 1
models.
Key Themes
o Electrification: Major players and startups are navigating the shift to electric,
balancing performance with classic driving feel.
o Lightweighting: A strong focus on keeping weight down, even in electric models, to
preserve the traditional British sports car ethos.
o Digital Innovation: Brands are enhancing customer experience with advanced
configurators.
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FUN Photos

Submitted by John Bushnell
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SPORTS CAR CLUB
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